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-“Brampton Billy” gets the 
key to the city | 


It was a night to remember Monday evening, as Brampton councillors, community advocates and members of the community came together to honour former Premier William (Bill) Grenville Davis with 
the Key to the City of Brampton. Davis, who served as Premier from 1971-1984, was honoured with a celebratory vehicle procession which travelled from his home on Main Street to the Rose Theatre, 
followed by a series of speeches by some of his closest friends and associates and a formal key presentation. Numerous dignitaries were on-hand for the event, including Brampton Mayor Patrick Brown 


and Caledon Mayor Allan Thompson, Toronto Mayor John Tory, former Mississauga Mayor Hazel McCallion, Davis’ wife, Kathleen, and and former CBC journalist Robert Fisher, who all spoke about Davis 
career and impact on the city of Brampton. 


For more coverage on the key presentation, turn to Pages 4, 21 and 29 of this week’s edition of Peel Weekly News. 


(Submitted Photo) 
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The first official look at Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s new cabinet, which sees MPs reshuffled to key spots to balance campaign pri- 
orities. Mississauga-Malton MP is the new Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry, announced Wednesday. (PMO) 


Peel Pride? 

“Not yet, not today,” if some parents 
in the region have anything to say about 
it. 

The Peel District School Board’s regu- 
lar meeting made waves Tuesday 
evening as parents called out several 
trustees and the board’s Integrity Com- 
missioner for a lack of action after a re- 
port found a remark made about a Peel 
school trustee did not violate their code 
of conduct. 

“Our racialized students matter... 
words can cut deeper than you think,” 
said Karlene Grant, one of several par- 
ents who delegated to the Peel board re- 
garding the use of the term 
“McCriminal”, which was said by school 


trustee Will Davies in a discussion with 
other trustees earlier this year. 

The report, written by Integrity Com- 
missioner Sandhya Kohli at a supple- 
mentary board meeting last week, was 
accepted by six trustees, causing divi- 
sion within the ranks and leading to the 
province pledging to conduct a review 
of the school board amid claims of sys- 
temic racism. 

In a statement, Peel School Board 
chair Stan Cameron said that the report 
was accepted for information only, and 
does not constitute acceptance or dis- 
missal of the statements made within. 

“As a Board of Trustees, we must not 
interfere with the Integrity Commis- 
sioner's independent process. Although 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


a Code of Conduct contravention was 
not found, as a Board of Trustees we 
will continue to uphold the Peel District 
School Board's values of respect and in- 
clusion,” said Cameron “I can under- 
stand how hurt and harm was felt, and 
how this term could have been per- 
ceived as racist. How the community 
feels and interprets this word is what is 
most relevant.” 

In a statement late Wednesday, Edu- 
cation Minister Stephen Lecce an- 
nounced that a formal provincial review 
will be conducted by advisors Suzanne 
Herbert and Ena Chadha. 
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NOV 30 - DEC 24 


“Window Wonderland” 


Live Holiday Window Display 
Saturdays 3:00pm - 6:00pm 

The PC local business windows are being beautifully decorated for 
the holidays! Watch as the windows come to life with Dancers, 
Musicians and other talented artists playing the starring roles. 

*List of participating businesses on the website 


NOVEMBER 23 & 30 


The Brightwater Family Skating Party 
4:00pm - 7:00pm - Elmwood Lot 
Brightwater is hosting a holiday party and you are invited! 
Come out and enjoy a FREE skate on the synthetic ice skating rink, 
have you picture taken with Santa and enjoy some hot chocolate all 
courtesy of Brightwater. The kids will love skating with the elves and 
the other fun holiday activities we have planned for the whole family! 


NOV 30 - DEC 16 


“Elf on the Shelf” Instagram Contest 
Our elves have been hard at work getting ready for the holidays in 
Port Credit and now they have taken refuge in some of the Business 
WINDOWS along the way - Find the 10 Elves in the windows 
throughout Port Credit - Take a photo of Each Elf. 

Post all ten photos in ONE POST on Instagram using #PCelf.... and 
don't forget to tag @portcreditbia. All correct entries will be put into 
a draw for $500 in *PC Icebreaker Bucks 


DECEMBER 7 

The Lighting of the Lighthouse 
6:30pm - 8:00pm 

105 Lakeshore Rd W 

Join us for some festive entertainment, hot chocolate and a 


welcoming visit from Santa; and then help us to countdown.... 
As we light up the lighthouse for the holidays! 


DECEMBER 14 


Kid’s Shopping Day 


Various Locations 
game pack — ballots available with any purchase 
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RATE WINTER! 


DECEMBER 9 


Caroling in the Park 

Port Credit Memorial Park 

Join us as we celebrate 45 years of Caroling in the park with our 
Local Lions Club. Invite your friends and neighbors to come out and 
sing along too. There will be free warm cranberry punch and cookies 
for everyone, and don't forget to bring a candle and a mug! 


DECEMBER 21 to 24 


Holiday Sip n Shop 

Various Locations 

Last minute deals to please everyone on your list! PLUS - Get $5 in * 
Icebreaker Bucks for every $50 spent at *participating Businesses - 
And when you have checked your list and checked it twice, why not 
treat yourself to a holiday inspired drink at one of the *participating 
restaurants...Go ahead you deserve it! 

*List of participating businesses on the website 


JANUARY 4 - 25 


January Icebreaker 

Various Locations 

Visit one of our fabulous *participating restaurants and enjoy a 
special food and drink menu, inspired by “Fire and Ice” and created 


to“help warm you up”! 


*List of participating businesses on the website 


JANUARY 25 
A Fire & Ice Affair 


2:00pm - 7:00pm - Elizabeth St. S. 


It’s time to break the ice and have some outdoor fun! 

Strolling Ice characters, Ice Sculpture demos, Ice Cocktail Bar, Fire 
Shows, Live Music, Children’s activities and more - And to help keep 
you warm.... Warming stations, Hot Beverages and the Fired-up 
Winter BBQ Sampler station! 


Visit portcredit.com 
for full details! 


E PARKING 


IN THE VILLAGE 
Nov 23 to Jan 1 


a 


Special displays with gifts $10 and under FREE DRAW - Win a family 


BRIGHTWATER PORT CREDIT" 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
KILMER GROUP Diamondcorp- dream®  FRAM + Si Giving back 


Bring the kids out for a shopping day set-up just for them! 
*List of participating businesses on the website 
a 
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Assault video sparks outrage from public and local lawmakers 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A cellphone video of a 
woman being repeatedly 
kicked while seated in the 
middle of a_ residential 
street in Brampton has 
prompted public condem- 
nation from lawmakers 
and politicians, who said 
the video doesn’t represent 
their city. 

The video, posted on so- 
cial media this past week- 
end, has shone a light on 
the issue of assault and do- 
mestic abuse. 


The 15-second video, 


posted by Facebook user 
Binder Singh, shows a man 
wearing an orange turban 
standing in front of and 
walking around a woman 
who is in a seated position 
on a residential street, 
kicking her multiple times 
in the upper body as 
shields her face with her 
arms. 


The perpetrator, a 37 


year-old man whose iden- 
tity was not revealed as of 
press time, was later ar- 
rested and charged with 


assault, and appeared in 
court Sunday to answer to 
the charges. 

Peel Police have appealed 
to the public not to 'share' 
the video of the beating, 
and that those who have 
shared it have been asked 
to be deleted. 

Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown delivered strong 
words against the perpe- 
trator Monday, calling him 
“scum”. 

“It’s appalling to see such 
disregard and respect for 


others,” Brown said in a 
statement. “Scum like this 
should be behind bars.” 

Peel Police Constable 
Danny Martini said the in- 
cident occurred Saturday 
morning, and that police 
were alerted to the inci- 
dent by a 911 call, not the 
video posted on _ social 
media. She later confirmed 
that one charge of assault 
was laid against the sus- 
pect. 

The victim did not suffer 
major trauma, police later 
stated. 

“The video will be used 
as evidence in the ongoing 
court matter,” said Peel Po- 
lice. “We understand the 
acts displayed in the video 
have raised the ire of the 
community, but to main- 
tain the integrity of court 
proceedings and to protect 
the victim from being re- 
victimized,” they have re- 


quested people stop 
sharing it. 

Peel Police Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah added that 


while social media and 


video are powerful tools 
that aid in the sharing and 
distribution of information 
and support for investiga- 
tions, it can also be harm- 
ful. 

“Sharing sensitive and 
graphic content can cause 
more harm to the victim 
and jeopardize court pro- 
ceedings,” Duraiappah 
said. 

The incident is one of 
two major cases involving 
spousal abuse that oc- 
curred this past weekend, 
with 23 year-old Parmin- 
der Grewal being arrested 
on Saturday for allegedly 
beating his wife. 

According to _ police 
records, Parminder came 
to Canada permanently on 
sponsorship of his wife 
(who was beaten) in 2016 
and has been beaten sev- 
eral times in the past. Gre- 
wal’s aunt’s daughter later 
came forward to post bail 
for him, and told the judge 
that false accusations were 
made against him. 

According to local statis- 


tics, 14245 cases were re- 
ported to police in Bramp- 
ton and Mississauga in 
homes and battles last 
year. 

In 2017, the number of 
such cases was 16087, 
which is a record During 
the past months of 2019, 
there have been 25 mur- 
ders in the two cities 
(Brampton and Missis- 
sauga), out of which 12 
have been caused by family 
feuds. 

The clashes between 
families have beem a major 
challenge for the police. 

In a statement, Brown 
said that Monday, Nov. 25 
was the International Day 
to End Violence Against 
Women, and said that more 
has to be done to bring 
awareness to the issue ad- 
vocate against gender- 
based violence. 

“This is yet another re- 
minder of the work we 
have to do to combat this 
scourge within society,” he 
added. 


Former Premier honoured with Key to the City at packed event 


by Alex Gregory and Surjit Singh Flora 


Brampton was “the centre 
of the universe” Monday 
evening, as dignitaries from 
all levels of government, 
celebrities and community 
leaders came together to pay 
tribute to a former Premier 
who set in stone the basis for 
many aspects of Ontario’s cul- 
ture. 

The City of Brampton hon- 
oured Bill Davis, who served 
as Ontario’s Premier from 
1971-1984, with the Key to the 
City during a packed cere- 
mony that drew more than 
250 guests to the Rose The- 
atre to hear about his life and 
legacy from some of the peo- 
ple who knew him best. 

The Key to the City is a sym- 
bolic honour that a municipal- 
ity bestows upon a highly 
valued member of the com- 
munity or a celebrated or dig- 
nified guest of the City who 
has made an impact on the 
lives of the residents of the 
city. 


For Davis, that impact 


touched the lives of numerous 
both in and around the city, 
with many featured speakers 
talking about how he im- 
pacted their careers and that 
of the province. 

“Brampton was a huge part 
of who he was, and why he 
was,” said Toronto John Tory, 
Davis’ former principal secre- 
tary, who said he considered 
the former Premier to be a 
“second father” to him. 

Davis’ contributions, which 
included the formation of 
TVOntario, educational re- 
form and support for former 
Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau to patriate the Cana- 
dian Constitution, should not 
be underestimated and are 
more important than ever, 
said Tory. 

“(This honour) sends a 
message that we need more 
Bill Davis’... and what he 
brought to the table,” Tory 
said. 

A celebratory vehicle pro- 
cession carried Davis from his 


residence in downtown 
Brampton to the Rose Theatre 
for the ceremony. The event 
included a drumming cere- 
mony by the Peel Aboriginal 
Network and live music per- 
formed by the Jazz Mechanics 
Trio inside. 

The night included speeches 
from Michael “Pinball” 
Clemons, former CBC corre- 
spondent Robert Fisher, for- 
mer Brampton-Georgetown 
MP John McDermid, Bill’s son 
Neal Davis and former Missis- 
sauga Mayor Hazel McCallion. 

For Clemons, who has held 
a long history with the 
Toronto Argonauts, and was 
tapped as their general man- 
ager last month, receiving a 
call from Davis congratulating 
him on the award meant the 
most out of any praise he re- 
ceived. 

“It was the best call I had, 
because he was the best man 
I know,” said Clemons, fight- 
ing to hold back tears at one 
point. 


Davis set the standard for 
decency and character and 
was ahead of his times, said 
Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown. Despite leaving office 
in 1985, his voice and courage 
and his heart still echoes in 
the city, Brown told the 


Submitted Photo 


crowd. “It was long overdue, 
and I think there is a real ea- 
gerness in the city to celebrate 
his contributions.” 

The son of Albert Grenville 
Davis, a famed local lawyer, 
Bill made Brampton his home 
for the majority of his life, and 


would mention the city (then 
a growing township when he 
first came into office) con- 
stantly throughout his long 
political career. 


Continued on Pg 21 
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Wedding Receptions 


Birthday Anniversaries 


647-829-9397 


www.sanjhsaveracards.com 
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RE: Is “Diversity and In- 
clusion” just a Buzz Word? 
(Nov. 14, 2019) 


Iam one of “you people”, 
as categorized by Don 
Cherry in saying that im- 
migrants don’t celebrate 
Canadian traditions. 

First of all, I protest his 
derogatory expression, 
which reeks of divisive- 
ness. “We people” are very 
appreciative of the Cana- 
dian Government, which 
has welcomed us in the 
country. 

Canada is our home, and 
we are as much a part of 
the Canadian journey as 
anybody else is. 

The beauty of living in 
Canada is that everyone is 


respected, accepted and 
appreciated. 

Please correct me if Iam 
wrong, but no one has 
been given the role to 
judge and ascertain the de- 
gree of loyalty to Canada, 
nor it is expected of immi- 
grants to document and 
prove their love for 
Canada. 

Don Cherry or his sup- 
porters should identify for 
the authorities where “you 
people” should report on 
their actions which prove 
them to be Canadians. 

In this premise, Cherry’s 
remarks are a_ blanket 
statement which violates 
Canadian values. Does 
wearing a poppy flower on 
your lapel qualify and val- 


Nov. 


idate your love for 
Canada? 
By the way, the 


Ahmediya community of 
Canada held a Remem- 
brance Day on Friday, Nov. 
8, 2019 at our mosque at 
Matheson Boulevard in 
Mississauga. It was well 
attended by many veterans 
from the Canadian Armed 
Forces. The members of 
the community adorned 
poppies. 

The community also at- 
tended the veterans’ pa- 
rade on Monday, Nov. 11, 
2019. 

I hope this gesture will 
qualify us to be excluded 
from “you people” cate- 


gory. 


28, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 5 


tter to the Editor 


- Kaukab Usman, 


Founder, Center for Eco- 
nomic Integration of Im- 


migrant Professionals 


(Letters submitted to Peel 
Weekly News may be ed- 
ited for grammar and accu- 
racy.) 


Don Cherry (Photo Courtesy of, Getivalinages) 


One man under arrestin New health team announced for 


connection with shooting 


A 26 year-old Toronto 
man is under arrest in 
connection with a shoot- 
ing incident that took 
place this past summer, 
Peel Police have re- 
vealed. 

The incident in ques- 
tion took place on May 
17, when an altercation 
broke out around 10:30 
p-m. in the  Burn- 
hamthorpe and 
Wolfedale Road area. 

Both the victim and 
suspect became involved 
in a physical al- 
tercation, which 
escalated to the ™ 
point where the - "2 
suspect pro- | 
duced a weapon 
and fired several 
shots at a man 
and woman. The 
suspect fled the 
scene, while the am 
man and woman 
were not injured 
as a result of the 
fired shots. 

11 + Division’s 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau 
later identified 
the suspect as 
Thutop Phuntsok 
of Toronto, with = 
a warrant being g 


issued for his arrest 
under several firearm 
charges. 

Phuntsok surrendered 
to police custody on 
Monday, and appeared in 
Brampton court to an- 
swer to the charges on 
Tuesday morning. 

Residents with any ad- 
ditional information re- 
garding the case are 
asked to call 11 Division 
ext. 


at 905-453-2121 
1133. 


Mississauga, province reveals 


Mississauga’s healthcare 
system is set to get a major 
shakeup, as the city will now 
host one of the first teams 
aiming to revamp provincial 
patient-first efforts, Ontario’s 
health minister announced 
Monday. 

Minister Christine Elliott 
was on-hand at the University 
of Toronto - Mississauga 
Monday morning, backed by a 
contingent of representatives 
from Trillium Health Partners 
and fellow MPPs, to announce 
the “Mississauga Ontario 
Health Team”. The team is the 
first of 24 to be created in the 
province, with the initiative 
aiming to end hallway health 
care and adopt a “patient- 
first” approach. 

“These teams will better 
support patients and families 
by connecting care providers 
to work together as a single 
team,” said Elliott. “In doing 
so, Ontario Health Teams will 
ensure a seamless experience 
and smooth _ transition.... 
we’ve reached a major mile- 
stone in the creation of local 
Ontario health teams.” 

Among some of the plans 
for the new teams, Elliott said 
that patients will have the 
ability to more easily transi- 
tion from one provider to an- 
other, cut down on overlap 
between patient records and 
strengthen the connection be- 
tween hospitals and home 
care providers. Specific de- 
tails weren’t given on the 


number of initiatives that will 
be addressed through the new 
team. 

Elliott announced this past 
spring that the provincial 
Ministry of Health would cre- 
ated a “superagency” to bet- 
ter serve the current system 
in Ontario, replacing several 
agencies and 14 local health 
integration networks. 

In her remarks Monday, El- 
liott said that the province is 
looking to “finally break 
down the long-standing bar- 
riers that have prevented care 
providers from working di- 
rectly with each other to sup- 
port patients throughout their 
health care journey,” aiming 
to create a connected system 
of care from birth to end-of- 
life care. “The Mississauga 
Ontario Health Team will play 
an essential role in delivering 
on our commitment to end 
hallway health care and build- 
ing a connected and sustain- 
able public health care system 
centred around the needs of 


patients." Additional care co- 
ordination and navigation 
services will also be put in 
place for patients and fami- 
lies, and is set to be rolled out 
in phases. 

Trillium Health Partners 
CEO Michelle DiEmanuele 
said that the new team will be 
one of the most important 
health care initiatives to roll 
out in the next decade. 

"Mississauga Health has a 
tremendous opportunity to 
improve the health and well- 
being of our community by 
working together, building on 
our strengths and putting pa- 
tients at the centre of every- 
thing we do... (this is a) once 
in a generation plan to trans- 
form the delivery of care lo- 
cally and across Ontario." 

The health team is planned 
to start implementing some of 
their proposed services and 
programs next year. Keep 
watching Peel Weekly News 
for additional updates on this 
story. 
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Shopping Safely During Black Friday Sales 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Love it or hate it, Black Fri- 
day has become the biggest 
shopping event of the year, 
with customers spending mil- 
lions of dollars both in-store 
and online. 

This year, the seasonal shop- 
ping extravanganza lands on 
this Friday, Nov. 29. The date 
may change, but the principle 
remains the same. 

Black Friday attracts a lot of 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


people, and "lots of people" at- 
tract scammers. That means 
you need be extra careful 
when shopping online over the 
Black Friday or Cyber Monday 
weekend. There will be people 
out there keen to relieve you of 
more money than you try to 
save. 

So, if you are desperate to 
purchase that 'must-have' 
coat, shoes, or electrical item 
and you find one in stock, but 
with a tempting price, remem- 
ber the old axiom - if it’ too 
good to be true, it probably is. 

When you visit a website on 
social media page this season 
and see temptingly-low prices, 
ask yourself - do you recognize 
the site? Trust the retailer? 


While many prices will be 
very discounted, if you see an 
item that you consider ridicu- 
lously cheap, ensure that you 
are purchasing it from a veri- 
fied website and that the re- 
tailer is recognizable. 

In some cases, these web- 
sites are real, but in some sce- 
narios, they are unfortunately 
a scam. 

I speak from experience. In 
2014, I was browsing Facebook 
with my seven-year-old son 
standing behind me. He saw 
an ad for an electric-powered 
go-kart, which usually retails 
at about $600-700 and up. On 
this particular Black Friday oc- 
casion, the price was a tempt- 
ing $287. He was asking me to 


BOLTON LINE 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 


buy it before, and I had 
checked many sites, only to see 
it was out of my budget. I was 
waiting for the best offer, so 
when I saw this, I decided to 
purchase it. I paid by Visa card, 
and was given the delivery 
date in two weeks time. Two 
weeks passed and nothing ar- 
rived. I sent emails, which 
bounced, and the number 
given for the site wasn't work- 
ing. 

Finally, I received an auto- 
matic message from a no-reply 
email account. I later found 
out it was a cyber scam. I for- 
warded all the links and emails 
to the police, but nothing was 
done. Even the website was 
taken down shortly after I 
complained. 

Many people have likely seen 
the posts on social media 
doing the rounds - for exam- 
ple, a post from an anonymous 
Facebook user might have a 
picture posted advertising 
name brands with massive dis- 
counts on a website specifi- 
cally made for the Black Friday 
sale. 

Most, if not all, of these sites 
should be avoided as they are 
fraudulent. Many customers 
have reported and posted re- 
views that detail this - once 
they enter their credit card de- 
tails, they never get the goods. 

Over the last few years, 
Black Friday has been used to 
scam buyers and customers, 


who are being deceived on 
names of discount and original 
products. 

Hackers steal the details of 
customers that are ordering 
online and use their financial 
information for nefarious 
means. Below are the tricks 
that hackers use to scam on- 
line buyers: 

- Dummy Websites (clone 
websites of famous brands) 

- Fake Ads (Running multi- 
ple ads on social media) 

- Phishing Attacks (mostly 
done through emails) 

Online buyers should be 
aware of such scams and keep 
an eye on suspicious websites 
and online activities. They 
should learn or at least follow 
some tips and tricks to avoid 
Black Friday scams. Some of 
the tips listed below: 

- Cross-check the deals be- 
fore availing it. 

- Use credit cards for shop- 
ping online instead of debit 
cards. 

- Keep your device's security 
software up to date. 

- Make sure to buy from 
websites, accounts and apps 
that are verified. 

- Don't shop using public Wi- 
Fi 

If your browser is right up to 
date, make sure to check 
whether dangerous links are 
autoblocked before you click 
on them. You'll see some great 
offers advertised in your 


emails and over social media, 
but no discount is worth the 
jeopardy of exposing yourself 
to online scammers. 

Wherever possible, stick to 
the big-name stores online: 
Best Buy, Amazon, Walmart, 
and so on. These major retail- 
ers have robust cybersecurity 
procedures in place, so the 
chances of getting hacked are 
slim. if you're still buying from 
any site, always check whether 
you are on the store web portal 
you think you are by verifying 
it in your browser's address 
bar. 

It’s not that you should never 
shop at web outlets, but make 
sure they are using HTTPS 
technology, which is indicated 
by a padlock symbol in your 
browser's address bar. Look 
for an office with a physical 
address and contact details, 
and reviews left by some other 
users (such as Trustpilot) can 
be helpful for you. See if they 
have an established presence 
on Facebook or Twitter — and 
if those accounts are active. 

Credit and debit card issuers 
might protect you against the 
fraud, but check their online 
policies if you are not sure 
about yours. Nevertheless, 
keep checking your bank ac- 
counts throughout the Black 
Friday event weekend to make 
sure only the amounts you're 
expecting to be debited are 
going out. 


_ NSE IMES 
CALENDAROfEVENTS - 


* DEC. 1st LAUNCH PARTY 
at: Roc’n Doc’s, Port Credit 4:30PM-8:30PM 


* DEC. 53RD Family Friendly TURKEY DINNER 
at: Oasis Banquet Hall, Lakeview 6:30PM-9:30PM 


* DEC. 7rH STREETSVILLE BREAKFAST 
at: Drake a Firkin Pub 8:00AM-11:00AM 


% DEC. 10TH rupy cuzzetto mee BITE at the BROGUE 
at: The Brogue Inn 6:30PM-8:30PM 


4 November 30TH — December 22ND 
LAKEVIEW SUNSET GRILL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 


*%* NexGenRX TURKEY DRIVE until December 14th 


we. logether We Will Make a Difference E\Sv 
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Peel Matters - Parents engaged at We Rise Together consultation 


by Catherine Soplet 


Nearly 100 concerned par- 
ents and educators from 
Peel's Black community 
braved the November chill to 
discuss a long-smouldering 
topic that has dominated 
media headlines. 

Because of white  su- 
premacy, parents and their 
students experience persist- 
ent anti-Black racism in 
Canada, that creates barriers 
to success in education attain- 
ment, and other of life's op- 
portunities. 

How subtle and how com- 
monplace is white  su- 
premacy? 

According to the architect of 
the 2016 We Rise Together 
Action Plan, which was de- 
signed to support Black male 
student success, Black History 
Month is just one example. 

"Black History Month often 
begins with the Black experi- 
ence of slavery over the past 
500 years," said Peel District 
School Board equity educator 
Phiona Lloyd-Henry. "Yet, 
Black History Month (BHM) 
ignores the centuries of Black 
civilization that existed before 
that time." 

Parents agreed. One said 
her middle-school student felt 
the month was not important. 
Another said his son felt a 
sense of shame when slavery 
was highlighted. 

A third asked, "What be- 
came of our history of mer- 


chants, and explorers ... who 
else knows about the Black 
captain whose ship navigation 
brought Christopher Colum- 
bus to North America?" 

Drawing on his 40 years' of 
experience in social work and 
education, Dr. Carl James 
named examples from across 
Canada where the experience 
of Black people has been ex- 
cluded from recorded history. 

"The role of Black people in 
(the) creation of Confedera- 
tion is all but erased." said 
James. 

James is the Jean Augustine 
Chair in Education, Commu- 
nity and Diaspora at York 
University, where he is Pro- 
fessor in the Faculty of Educa- 
tion holding 
cross-appointments in the 
Graduate Programs in Sociol- 
ogy, Social and _ Political 
Thought, and Social Work. 

James' research has shown 
that disaggregated data is key 
to understanding the specific 
challenges of race, ethnicity, 
gender, class and citizenship 
not in silos, but a complex in- 
tersectional context. 

"In my early days as a TDSB 
social worker in Regent Park, 
understanding ‘cultural ad- 
justment' of new Canadians 
from the Caribbean was 
masked and coded according 
to place of birth," said James. 

It took nearly 30 more years 
before the Toronto District 


School Board released its con- 
troversial race-identifying 
student census, in 2008. 

That same year, the Report 
of the Review into Roots of 
Youth Violence was released, 
and the inquest into the 2007 
Toronto murder of Black stu- 
dent Justin Manners was 
making headlines as the Fal- 
coner Report was released. 

Both investigations drew to- 
gether and documented pre- 
viously unrecorded events, 
that led to a strong indication 
of anti-Black racism. 

In the aftermath of Toronto 
events, attempts to disaggre- 
gate date in Peel Region re- 
search in 2012 exposed 
anti-black racism analysis in 
the 2015 F.A.C.E.S. Report 
(Facilitating Access, Change 
and Equity in Systems). 

The analysis helped to in- 
form the creation of the We 
Rise Together plan, which ini- 
tially rolled out in seven test 
sites in spring 2017, alongside 
public meetings with Black 
community and other stake- 
holders. 

Over 2018, the scope of the 
plan was refined and scaled 
up, with the We Rise Together 
Community Advisory Council 
being established to solicit 
and engage lived-experience 
from students and families. 

In tandem with strengthen- 
ing black student outcomes, 
the geography of student and 


family poverty in Peel Region 
became evident in 2018 
through analysis of the rein- 
stated and reliable 2016 Sta- 
tistics Canada Census. 

Ultimately, in Jan. 2019, the 
Peel board extended the plan 
system-wide through 257 
schools. Resources to support 
the ambitions of system 
change have been thwarted 
by axed funding priorities 
arising from the change in 
government. 

What does white 
premacy look like? 

At a time when data knowl- 
edge is power, the Peel board 
system is ironically being held 
to account to its own findings 
about anti-Black racism, 
when it is bereft of budgets to 
implement the remedies 


su- 


which all parties see as neces- 
sary. 

It seems as though white 
supremacy looks like the era- 
sure of curriculum. 

For 2018, the Peel board in- 
troduced a Grade 11 Black 
Studies course curriculum to 
supplement the action plan. 

The time and effort to cre- 
ate the new course has not 
been substantiated in the 
merit of the course to count 
for credit in either college or 


university post-secondary 
prerequisites. 
One result, said Lloyd- 


Henry, is that in its second 
year, the course has been 
dropped at some secondary 
schools because of low enroll- 
ment. 

Efforts are underway to 
Pa E 


== 


during t 


merit the course as a dual 
credit for post-secondary des- 
tination Black Studies pro- 
grams, such as the one 
offered at York University. 

In closing remarks, the 
President of the Jamaican 
Canadian Assocation, Adaoma 
Patterson, urged Black par- 
ents and educators to keep up 
their visibility at Peel board 
meetings, to join the We Rise 
Together Facebook group and 
to stay in touch with their stu- 
dents' teachers. 

"Change is happening now 
from what happened before. 
Real change can take up to 10 
years," said Patterson. "Let's 
sow more seeds now to shape 
the future." 


NMomir 


2019 BRAMPTON 


CITIZENS 


For more information on how to nominate someone, visit 


www.brampton.ca/citizensawards 


EI iiveg@ 


tanding resident for the 


- 


Deadline to 


nominate is 


January 20, 


2020 


( BRAMPTON 
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Uncertainty over fate of historic bridge 


A war of words is brewing 
over the status of a planned 
demolition project in Missis- 
sauga’s south end. 

Residents and city officials 
have voiced their displeas- 
ure with the provincial Min- 
istry of Transportation, 
which announced last 
month that it will be looking 
to demolish and replace the 
QEW Credit River Bridge, 
part of a larger set of im- 
provements planned for the 
area. 

Last week, Mississauga 
council unanimously passed 
a motion to object to the 
demolition, and requested 
that a copy of the applica- 
tion be submitted to the 
city’s Heritage Advisory 
Committee for review. 

The decision was made 
“without notice or consulta- 
tion with the community,” 
said Mayor Bonnie Crombie. 

“They have changed 
course on the Credit River 
bridge project. Instead of re- 
habilitating one Missis- 
sauga's unique heritage 
features, the plan is now to 
demolish and rebuild from 
scratch,” said Crombie. 
“This bridge is an important 
part of our City's history 
and we must preserve and 
protect it." 

The QEWCredit River 
Bridge, built in 1934, serves 
as a key part of the conduit 
that connects the GTA, and 


was declared as a heritage 
structure in 2009. 

A document displayed 
during a public information 
session on Nov. 7 states that 
the province is looking for 
an alternative approach to 
life cycle asset manange- 
ment, and that its current 
strategy to replace the 
bridge would put more of 
the potential construction 
and design risks on the pri- 
vate sector. 

To note, several options 
have been proposed for the 
replacement bridge, with 
the province stating in the 
public information docu- 
ment that a “box-girder” 
style design is preferred, as 
it would avoid “significant 
impacts” to the Credit River 
Valley, and have the lowest 
construction and life-cycle 
cost, as well as make it eas- 
ier to expand in future if re- 
quired. 

In a statement last week, 
Ward 11 councillor George 
Carlson stated he was “dis- 
appointed” with the Min- 
istry’s direction, and that it 
appeared to be easier for the 
province to “just throw you 
away and start all over 
again” rather than take the 
time to rehabilitate and re- 
work the heritage site. 

Similar sentiments were 
expressed by Ward 1 coun- 
cillor Stephen Dasko, who 
said the process has been a 


“slippery slope”, and could 
remove part of the city’s his- 
tory. 

According to the province, 
no decision to demolish the 
bridge can be made without 
the approval of _ the 
province’s Minister of Her- 
itage, Sport and Culture, 
Lisa McLeod. 

If the Minister approves 
the decision, the province 
would have to pursue sev- 
eral mitigation procedures, 
including minimized inter- 
vention to the Credit River 
Valley, evaluation of feasibil- 
ity for retaining some of the 
original bridge arch 
columns for use in land- 
scape design, maintaining 


the original alignment and 
location of the bridge, and 
preparing a Cultural Her- 
itage Documentation Re- 
port. 

The province has not re- 
ceived a formal request to 
demolish the bridge, a 
spokesperson from the Min- 
istry of Heritage, Sport, 
Tourism and Culture said on 
Nov. 23. 

Additional information is 
expected to be released in 
the new year by the 
province, including a report 
outlining the proposed op- 
tion to demolish and replace 
the bridge, as well as a pub- 
lic review process. 


THE COMPASS 


KHEKHEEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 
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Impaired driver nabbed 
at festive RIDE check 


A 27 year-old Toronto 
man has been nabbed 
by Peel Police and 
charged with a variety 
of offences after he was 
caught at a festive RIDE 
checkpoint. 

Peel Police revealed 
earlier this week that 
the incident happened 
at 1 a.m. on Saturday 
morning in the North 
Service and Dixie Road 
area in south Missis- 
sauga, when officers 
conducted a spot check 
for a driver travelling 
in the area. 

Upon inspection of 
the vehicle, the driver 
was arrested for being 
impaired (over 8omgs). 
A subsequent investiga- 
tion revealed a loaded 


firearm in the vehicle. 


The suspect, who 
wasn’t identified as of 
press time, was 


charged with multiple 
offences, including pos- 
session of a loaded 
weapon, careless stor- 
age of a firearm, im- 
paired driving and 
possessing a weapon 
for a dangerous pur- 
pose. 

The suspect appeared 
in Brampton court Sat- 
urday morning to an- 
swer to the charges. 

Residents with any 
additional information 
regarding the case are 
asked to call 12 Divi- 
sion’s Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau at (905) 
453-3311, ext. 1233. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Province initiates formal review of PDSB 


Continued from Pg 1 


As reported by Peel 
Weekly News last month, a 
formal complaint was initi- 
ated against Brampton 
trustee Will Davies after he 
referred to McCrimmon 
Middle School as “McCrimi- 
nal” during a conversation 
with two trustees and PDSB 
staff. 

He has since apologized in 
the face of uproar from the 
community and colleagues, 
though the matter was 
placed before the independ- 
ent office of the Integrity 
Commissioner, which ad- 
dresses ethics issues and all 
matters attached to Code of 
Conduct and Complaint Pro- 
tocol. 

The decision to accept the 
Commissioner’s report last 
week led to shouting in the 
public gallery at the PDSB 
head offices, which contin- 
ued into this week as par- 
ents spoke up to support 
three delegations about the 
matter and to support the 
trustees who voted not to 
accept the report, which in- 
cluded Kathy McDonald, 


Nokha Dakhoub and David 
Green. 

“As a parent of a young 
boy was a graduate of Mc- 
Crimmon, Iam offended,” 
said Grant, who indicated 
that she was “disturbed” by 
the Commissioner’s report 
that there was no breach of 
conduct. 

She summarized her posi- 
tion by stating that the 
trustees are responsible for 
their community, and that 
not addressing the matter 
has made the situation 
worse. 

“When it’s not addressed, 
it leaves people feeling like 
they don’t belong,” said 
Grant. “I don’t want my tax 
dollars going to people who 
don’t believe in children.” 

Her words were echoed by 
Warren Salmon, who read 
from a letter delivered on 
behalf of the Ontario Al- 
liance of Black School Edu- 
cators. 

Citing a “specific distrust 
of Black trustees” and a 
“lack of transparency”, the 
letter urged the board to re- 
view the services of the In- 
tegrity Commissioner. 


“It’s caused great concern 
from the community,” said 
Salmon. 

A planned student delega- 
tion was postponed until the 
Dec. 10 meeting, along with 
additional comments and 
responses from McDonald, 
who planned to speak after 
the delegation. 

A letter distributed from 
Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown’s office was distrib- 
uted at Tuesday’s meeting, 
and cited by the board, 
which spoke about recent 
diversity and inclusion ef- 
forts and called on the board 
to listen to what residents 
are saying. 

“It is to my dismay that 
the voices of Trustee Mc- 
Donald, Green and Dakhoub 
have been dismissed and 
pushed aside along with the 
voices of staff, students, 
parents and community, 
both at meetings of the 
Board and in the writing of 
this report,” Brown said in 
his statement, indicating 
that community members 
have spoken “clearly, uni- 
formly and loudly” on the 
issue. 


Responding after the end 
of the delegations, Cameron 
said that all of the remarks 
would be addressed at the 
Dec. 10 meeting in order to 
get answers to every ques- 
tion posed by the various 
speakers. 

“(The board will) do their 
best to get an answer to all 
your questions as soon as 
possible,” said Cameron. 

The province indicated 
late Wednesday night that 
the review of the PDSB will 
be “immediate”, and is in- 
tended to address concerns 
about anti-Black racism, 
governance and leadership 
issues within the board. 

According to Education 
Minister Stephen Lecce, the 
reviewers will work with 
the board and provide a re- 
port that will outline how 
the board can better work to 
increase accountability and 
transparency. 

"Schools must be safe, in- 
clusive and welcoming 
places, not only for students 
and their families, but for 
the entire community, 
which is why the need for 
this review is critical," said 


Lecce. "We want all stu- 
dents, parents, educators, 
and staff to see themselves 
reflected in their schools 
and school boards, and this 
review will help the PDSB 
move forward in this mis- 
sion." 

A final report from the 
province will be completed 
by winter 2020, along with 
an interim report that will 
be completed by the end of 
the year. 

In a statement Wednesday 
evening, Cameron said that 


the board is looking forward 
to working with the Min- 
istry. 

"The Peel board takes 
these matters very seriously 
and welcomes the opportu- 
nity to work with the re- 
viewers in an open and 
transparent manner. We re- 
main committed to provid- 
ing Peel board students and 
staff with safe, welcoming 
and inclusive learning and 
working environments that 
inspire all students and staff 
to succeed." 
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$150,000 in stolen property recovered Police looking for leads in 
case of missing woman 


Peel Police announced that 
approximately $150,000 in 
stolen property was recov- 
ered last month through an 
investigation dubbed “Pro- 
ject Banquet”. 

The investigation origi- 
nated from a series of 
break-and-enter incidents 
and home invasions that oc- 
curred throughout the re- 
gion, and _ resulted in 
officers from several differ- 
ent units, including 11, 12, 21 
and 22 Division, collaborat- 
ing to identify the suspects 
behind the crimes. 


Several suspects were 
identified during the inves- 
tigation, which also in- 
cluded contributions from 
York and Halton Police as 
authorities checked leads 
and evidence. 

As of Nov. 27, , two arrests 
have been made in the case, 
with approximately 
$150,000 worth of stolen 
property, including jewelry 
and electronics, being re- 
covered. Four high-end 


stolen vehicles used in the 
break and enters were also 
recovered through the in- 


vestigation... All of the prop- 
erty has been returned to 
their rightful owners. 

Aig year-old male from 
Brampton, who wasn’t iden- 
tified as press time, was ar- 
rested and charged with 21 
separate charges, including 
five counts of breaking and 
entering, three counts of 
robbery, eight counts of 
wearing a disguise, three 
counts of using an imitation 
firearm and one count each 
of dangerous operation and 
possessing stolen property. 

The second suspect, a 19 
year-old male from Bramp- 
ton, was charged with 45 
separate charges, including 
19 counts of wearing a dis- 
guise, 15 counts of breaking 
and enterting, four counts 
of robbery, four counts of 
using an imitation firearm, 
posesssing stolen property, 
breaching his probation and 
breaching recognizance. 

Both suspects were held 
for a bail hearing and ap- 
peared in Brampton court to 
answer to the charges. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to call investigators 
with the 22 Break and Enter 
Unit at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
DABS, 


Police are asking for the 
assistance of two hikers 
and members of the public 
in locating a Brampton 
woman who went missing 
earlier this summer. 

27. year-old Lovleen 
Dhawan was last seen by 
residents in the Steeles 
Avenue West and 
McLaughlin Road South 
area on Aug. 14, around 
9:30 a.m. 

Police revealed last week 
that Dhawan is believed to 
have visited the Tews 
Falls/Dundas Peak Conser- 
vation Area in Hamilton 
on Aug. 15. 

Police have information 
that two female late 
teen/young adult hikers 
had found Lovleen 
Dhawan’s keys somewhere 
within the conservation 
area. 

These keys were later 
passed on to another 
group of hikers and subse- 
quently recovered by po- 
lice. 

In a statement, police 
representatives said they 
would like to speak with 


the original two young fe- 
male hikers to determine 
the location where these 
keys were originally found 
by them. Knowing the lo- 
cation of where these keys 
were originally found, 
could greatly assist police, 
the force ex- ei 
plained. 
Police are 
also. asking 
that anyone | 
who attended 
the Tews 
Falls/Dundas 
Peak on Aug. 
15 to contact 
police, as any 
photos or | 
videos from | 
the area on 
the day 
Dhawan was 
last seen 
could aid the 
investigation. 
Dhawan _ is 
described as 
female, South 


Asian, thin 
build, 57’, 
125 pounds, 


with shoulder 


length straight black hair. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to call investiga- 
tors with the 22 Division 
Criminal Investigation Bu- 
reau at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 2233. 


Poppy donation thief sought Patients of dental clinic warned to 
be tested for infection 


by police 


Peel Police’s Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau are alerting residents | 
to a poppy donation box theft that 
occurred earlier this month in 
Brampton, and asking for assis- 
tance locating the suspect. 

The investigation stems from an 
incident on Nov. 10 around 2:50 
p-m. in the Peel Centre Drive area, 
near Bramalea City Centre 

The suspect attended a store in 
the area and stole two poppy dona- 
which had approxi- 
mately $200 within them. 

The suspect was later identified 
as 34 year-old Sindi Ingram, of no 
fixed address. A warrant has been 
issued for Ingram for theft under 
$5,000. Ingram is also wanted on 
three other warrants for multiple 
cases of theft, possessing stolen 
property and breaching probation. 

Anyone with information relating 
to the suspect is asked to call inves- 
tigators at 21 Division Criminal In- 
at (905) 


tion boxes, 


vestigation Bureau 
453-2121, ext. 2133. 


Peel Public Health is 
sounding the signal for pa- 
tients at a Mississauga- 
based dental clinic to be 
tested due to potential in- 
fections. 

The public health unit is 
advising patients who re- 
ceived dental services at Al- 
forat Dental Center, located 
at 2395 Cawthra Road, Unit 
1, to be tested for blood- 
borne infection as a precau- 
tion. 

In a release distributed by 
Peel Public Health on Tues- 
day, the agency specifically 
lists hepatitis B, hepatitis C 
and HIV as potential health 
risks, though the risk of in- 
fection is considered to be 
low. 

The business received a 
complaint, which led Peel 
Public Health to inspect the 
facility. Concerns were 
brought up regarding stor- 
age, cleaning and steriliza- 
tion of dental equipment, 
which led the facility to be 
closed temporarily on Sep. 
20. The clinic later reopened 
on Oct. 7 once it had demon- 
strated compliance with 


provincial infection protec- 
tion and control standards. 

The public health unit is 
advising anyone who re- 
ceived dental services at Al- 
forat between Feb. 2014 and 
Sep. 19, 2019 to be tested as 
a precaution. 

“The investigation identi- 
fied several improper 
processes where we could 
not confirm the sterility of 
the dental equipment used 
at the clinic,” said the Re- 
gion’s Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr. Jessica Hopkins. 
“As a precaution, we recom- 


mend that all clinic patients 
speak to their doctor about 
getting tested to rule out 
bloodborne infections.” 
Current and previous pa- 
tients of Alforat Dental Cen- 
ter are advised to download 
a lab requisition sheet for 
blood work (located at peel- 
region.ca/dental- 
alert/pdf/lab-requisition.pd 
f) and bring it to their doc- 
tor or walk-in clinic. More 
information on the situation 
can also be found by visiting 
peelregion.ca/dental-alert. 
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BUSINESS 


Plant-based fried chicken tested during local promotion 


A Mississauga branch 
of a major fast food 
chain was the testing 
ground for a new type of 
treat - plant-based fried 
chicken. 

KFC (Kentucky Fried 
Chicken) Canada an- 
nounced that the KFC lo- 
cation at 6055 
Creditview Road held a 
one-day limited test to 
unveil new plant-based 
options for fried 
chicken, in partnership 
with protein’ brand 
Lightlife. 

The restaurant chain, 
which is owned _ by 
American fast food cor- 
poration Yum! Brands, 
said Monday that the 
menu offerings included 
plant-based Popcorn 
Chicken and a Plant- 
Based Fried Chicken 
Sandwich. 

The new menu items 


were tested as part of a 
limited-time promotion, 
which ran for approxi- 
mately 12 hours at the 
Creditview Road loca- 
tion. 

"We believe the 
Colonel's famous finger 
lickin' good taste should 
have no_ boundaries," 
said KFC Canada’s chief 
marketing officer, Sam 
Redman, on Monday. 
"We've created several 
craveable plant-based 
options for Canadian's 
looking for a meat-free 
meal." 

Developed in response 
to a wave of new menu 
options and preferences 
by consumers for plant- 
based proteins, the new 
menu items were made 
in Canada by Lightlife, 
which offers a wide as- 
sortment of plant-based 
products that are cur- 


rently offered in retail- 
ers and fast food restau- 
rants throughout the 
country, including 
Metro, Loblaws, Sobeys, 
Longo's and Federated 
Coop. 

The partnership is a 
landmark moment for 
Lightlife, said Greenleaf 
Foods president Dan 
Curtin. Greenleaf owns 
the Lightlife brand.. 

“We're proud to join 
forces with KFC to bring 
Canadians a plant-based 
chicken with incredible 
taste," said Curtin. 
"With pioneering part- 
ners like KFC, we can 
make plant-based foods 
more broadly available 
to the growing number 
of consumers seeking 
the option on the go." 

In addition to the new 
KFC Plant-Based Fried 
Chicken options, KFC 


Canada has been offer- 
ing fans vegetarian op- 
tions since 2009, 
including a vegetarian 
sandwich available in 


Submitted Photo 


restaurants across 
Canada. 
Feedback gathered 


during the limited, one- 
restaurant, one-day test 


will determine KFC 
Canada's plans to roll 
out the Plant-Based 
Fried Chicken options 
nationally next year. 


| 


Kellogg Canada named Top 100 Employer 


Mississauga’s_ Kellogg 
Canada Inc. was named 
one of the country’s top 
employers, the food com- 
pany announced earlier 
this week. 

The company, which 
operates its Canadian 
head office on Creekbank 
Road near the city’s nort 
end, said Monday that it 
has been recognized as 
part of the list of 
Canada’s Top 100 Em- 
ployers, an annual com- 
petition that recognizes 
employers who lead their 
industries and forward- 
thinking workplace poli- 
cies for their employees. 

The company was 
“proud” of the honour, 
said Kellogg Canada 
president Tony Chow. 

"This recognition reaf- 
firms our commitment, 
dedication and leader- 
ship in offering an en- 


gaging, diverse and in- 
clusive workplace for our 
employees across the 
country. We are both 
humbled and honoured 
to be among such es- 
teemed company and 
congratulate all of this 
year's winners," said 
Chow, who mentioned 
that the competition is in 
its 20th year. 

Following a rigorous 
assessment of more than 
10,000 submissions 
against key criteria, the 
company picked up top 
marks for its a variety of 
factors, including com- 
pensation, work atmos- 
phere, employee 
development, skills 
training, employee en- 
gagement and more. 

The recognition was 
made based on_ the 
strength of the people, 
said Chow. "Everything 


starts with our people. 
They are our competitive 
advantage and the fuel 
that powers everything 
we do," he explained. 
"Along with our foods 
and brands that matter, 
it's the extraordinary 
quality of our employees, 
the strength of our cul- 
ture and our heart and 
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soul that brings us to- 
gether and continues to 
set Kellogg Canada 
apart." 

The company has a 
large foothold in Peel Re- 
gion, with a previous ac- 
quisition of a $101 
million takeover of a 
warehouse complex in 
2017 that ships cereal 


— 


across the country for 
one of the food maker. 
The warehouse is fully 
leased to Kellogg Canada 
Inc., which distributes its 
cereal products nation- 
ally from the warehouse. 

The company currently 
produces a wide number 
of brand name _ food 
items, including include 


All-Bran, Kellogg's Corn 
Flakes, Corn Pops, Eggo, 
Froot Loops, Kellogg's 
Frosted Flake, Kashi, 
Two Scoops Raisin Bran, 
Mini-Wheats, Nutri- 
Grain, Pop-Tarts, 
Pringles, Rice Krispies, 
Special K, Vector, Morn- 
ingstar Farms, RXBAR 
and more. 
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Supporting Non-Profits in Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


This autumn, our govern- 
ment has been making 
strides in our mission to re- 
duce the burdensome red- 
tape and regulation that 
limits Ontario’s economic 
success. 

However, the positive im- 
pacts of reducing red-tape 
and regulatory burden ex- 
tends beyond our business 
community and job creators. 
These changes also support 
not-for-profits, service 
groups, and charities that 
perform vital work in our 
community. 

For example, we have 
worked with the Workplace 
Safety & Insurance Board 
(WSIB) to freeze WSIB pre- 
miums for non-profits for 
the next five years. 

Without these changes, 
nearly 2,700 non-profits 
across Ontario including 
daycares, legions, charities, 
women’s shelters would 
have faced increases in their 
workplace safety insurance 
premiums. In the case of le- 
gions, most were facing 300 
per cent increases. 


A further 1,600 will see 
their WSIB premium rates 
go down in Jan. 2020. 

Another example comes 
from the Better for People, 
Smarter for Business plan 
introduced by Ontario’s As- 
sociate Minister for Small 
Business and Red-Tape Re- 
duction Prabmeet Sarkaria. 

As a part of this plan, we 
are reducing red-tape for 
community organizations 
such as community 
kitchens. Current regula- 
tions do not distinguish be- 
tween full-service chain 
restaurants, and the various 
not-for-profit community 
kitchens, before- and after- 
school programs as well as 
new and innovative food 
rescue and delivery organi- 
zations. 

As a result, these charita- 
ble organizations are left 
with confusing rules that in- 
hibit them from doing their 
important work helping vul- 
nerable members of our 
community. They’re forced 
to spend needless hours try- 
ing to understand what 


rules and paperwork applies 
to them and what doesn’t so 
they can continue to their 
good work in our communi- 
ties. 

To fix this burden, our 
plan creates tailored re- 
quirements that continue to 
ensure food security but re- 
lieve strain on these charita- 
ble organizations, often 
volunteer run. 

Many of the organizations 
that perform service work 
in our communities also re- 
ceive funding through trans- 
fer payment agreements 
with government. Under the 
leadership of the President 
of the Treasury Board, Peter 
Bethlenfalvy, we are helping 
those non-profits and other 
service providers focus 
more time on delivering 
programs and services that 
matter to their communi- 
ties, by simplifying how 
they receive government 
funding. 

Currently, many different 
ministries, systems and 
processes are used to ad- 
minister this funding across 


each government program 
area, resulting in duplicated 
effort and wasted time for 
both governments and non- 
profits. 

By consolidating the 
transfer payment processes, 
we can enable non-profits to 
spend less time on paper- 


work and more time sup- 
porting the Ontarians they 
serve. 

Our plan to reduce the 
regulatory burden on Ontar- 
ians and deliver smarter 
government is beneficial to 
everyone, from our commu- 
nity and services sector to 


Participants in a food-preparation we 
during a launch event by United 


our small business job cre- 
ators. And we’re already 
seeing results. 

To learn more about our 
red-tape reduction initia- 
tives, visit 
sylviajonesmpp.ca or call 1- 
800-265-1603. 


Province invests $104,000 in local 
seniors’ programs 


A pair of community cen- 
tres based on south Missis- 
sauga will receive a 
combined $104,000 to sup- 
port seniors’ programs, the 
province’s Minister for Sen- 
iors announced Friday. 

MPP Raymond Cho was 
on-hand along with Missis- 
sauga-Lakeshore MPP Rudy 
Cuzzetto to announce the 
funding at Clarkson Com- 
munity Centre and Cawthra 
Seniors’ Centre, which will 
be used to support pro- 
grams that will help seniors 
stay active and be invested 
in social and creative pro- 
grams. 

The funding is part of a 
$14.1 million funding pack- 
age being used to support 
more than 300 seniors’ cen- 
tres across the province, 
Cho said. 

“We deserve the best re- 
spect... we’re working hard 
to bring support and pro- 
grams (to the community),” 
Cho told Peel Weekly News 
Friday, after a meet-and- 
greet with residents at both 
sites. 

The funding is aimed at 
supporting programs and 
services that support sen- 


iors’ overall health and 
well-being. The funding will 
also be augmented via the 
Seniors Community Grant 
Program, which will pro- 
vide an additional $50,000 
to initiatives in Missis- 
sauga-Lakeshore. 
Currently, programs of- 
fered through seniors’ cen- 
tres support 100,000 
residents across the 
province. Cho and Cuzzetto 
said that they had partici- 
pated in a number of pro- 
grams throughout the 


day,including community 
luncheons and bingo games 


designed to give seniors’ 
opportunities to better con- 
nect with their neighbours. 

“(This) grant will be a 
wise investment... for all 
senior and their families,” 
said Cuzzetto. 

In a_ statement, the 
province said that the sen- 
ior population in Ontario is 
the fastest growing age 
group. By 2023, there will 
be three million Ontarians 
over the age of 65. Active 
aging brings positive health 
benefits, including helping 
to keep seniors out of hos- 
pitals. 


Brampton University still on the 
cards, city says 


Brampton staff and city 
councillors announced late 
Wednesday that they will 
be launching a movement 
to spur interest in and de- 
velopment for a fully-ac- 
credited university within 


the city. 
The new initiative, 
dubbed “BramptonU”, 


seeks to provide updates to 
the public as the city seeks 
support from the province 
to commit funding to the 
project. 

Earlier this fall, the City 


received support from 
Brampton South MPP 
Prabmeet Sarkaria and 
Brampton West MPP 


Amarjot Sandhu to see an 
accredited university es- 
tablished within the area, 
as well as promising dis- 
cussions at the Association 
of Municipalities Ontario 
conference earlier this 
year, where the Ontario 
Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities also showed 
interest and support for 
the project 

In a statement, the City- 
said that it is “working to- 
gether” with staff and 
Ministry officials to move 
the BramptonU discussions 


forward. 

“T look forward to work- 
ing with Parliamentary As- 
sistant David Piccini and 
his team at the Ministry of 
Training, Colleges, and 
Universities to continue 
thoughtful discussions 
with the City of Brampton 
on their university pro- 
posal,” Sarkaria said in 
September. 

In a statement posted on 
the BramptonU website, 
the City said that more 
postsecondary options are 
needed to meet the needs 
of residents, students, and 
businesses, building off the 
strength of other recent 
initiatives such as Algoma 
University and Ryerson 
University’s interest and 
programs hosted in the 
city. 

“We are excited by the 
current and growing post- 
secondary opportunities in 
Brampton,” the statement 
read. “Building on this, our 
goal is to bring more 
choice, complementary to 
existing programs avail- 
able. We want to build 
partnerships that offer our 
residents a wide range of 
university programs that 


can train people for the 
jobs of tomorrow across a 
number of different fields.” 

Bringing a full university 
to Brampton is an impor- 
tant priority for City Coun- 
cil and a step toward 
delivering on the 2040 Vi- 
sion, city councillor Harki- 
rat Singh said _ late 
Wednesday. 

Consultants have been 
contracted for a variety of 
efforts related to the proj- 
ect, including developing 
private/public —_ partner- 
ships to maintain advanced 
learning spaces and associ- 
ated green buildings for 
both the proposed univer- 
sity and student housing, 
advocating at provincial 
and federal levels for sup- 
port, and identifying pro- 
gramming that reflects the 
demands of the future 
economy. 

City staff will work 
closely with the consult- 
ants to help guide the proj- 
ect. In the coming months, 
the City said it will be en- 
gaging the community for 
their active support and 
continue with advocacy 
effprts at the Province. 
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MPPs push public awareness against cyberbullying 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Cyberbullying consists of 
electronic communication 
that, directly or indirectly, 
causes or is likely to cause 
harm to another individ- 
ual's physical and mental 
health or wellbeing. It can 
include actions such as in- 
timidation, threats and ha- 
rassment, and can have 
significant and lifelong neg- 
ative effects on children and 
adults. 

To acknowledge Bullying 
Awareness and Prevention 
week, Mississauga East- 
Cooksville MPP Kaleed 
Rasheed launched a bill 
called the Stop Cyberbully- 
ing Day in Ontario Act. If 
passed, the new legislation 
will declare the first Friday 
in June of each year as Stop 
Cyberbullying Awareness 
Day in Ontario. 

The internationally recog- 
nized date to Stop Cyberbul- 
lying is currently not 
recognized in the province 
of Ontario, and Rasheed 
wants to change that. 

"We know cyberbullying 
is on the rise in Ontario. We 
recognize that awareness 
alone is not enough. Right 
now, during Bullying 
Awareness and Prevention 
Week, we have significant 
momentum to put forward 
this legislation," Rasheed 


told Peel Weekly News ear- 
lier this week. "We will 
partner with a wide range 
of organizations to promote 
and extend existing pro- 
gramming and training that 
will help stop cyberbullying 
at the grassroots level." 

According to an Ipsos poll, 
cyberbullying is just as 
prevalent in Ontario as it 
was years ago, despite more 
awareness of the issue. 

Further studies and re- 
search confirm that despite 
awareness campaigns, the 
rate of cyberbullying is on 
the rise. 

“We recognize that aware- 
ness alone is not enough,” 
said Rasheed. “This is why 
our office and the Ministry 
of Education plan to use the 
momentum we have now, 
during Bullying Prevention 
Week, to partner with a 
wide range of organizations 
to promote existing pro- 
gramming and training that 
will help stop cyberbullying 
at the grassroots level.” 

In a statement, Education 
Minister Stephen Lecce said 
he was grateful to MPP 
Rasheed, a community ad- 
vocate and parent, for tak- 
ing action to combat 
cyberbullying in all of its 
forms. 

"We are working together 


to strengthen oversight, en- 
forcement, training, and ed- 
ucation to ensure our 
students remain safe from 
the classroom to the family 
room," Lecce said in a state- 
ment. 

The situation today is that 
students in schools, even 
teachers, are prone to bully- 
ing at the hands of children 
with disabilities or their 
parents. After meeting with 
1,600 teachers from the 
University of Ottawa, it was 
concluded that if 7 per cent 
of schoolteachers in 2005 
had acknowledged bullying, 
the rate had increased to 54 
per cent in 2017-18. The 
question is, if teachers are 
not safe, how can they be 
thought to be capable of 
protecting children from 
bullying? 

According to the dedi- 
cated website stopbully.ca, 
64 per cent of students have 
bullying in school, and 
about 12 per cent are un- 
lucky children who have to 
deal with bullying once or 
twice a week. 61-80 per 
cent of those bullying are 
children who are popular at 
school and have ‘high sta- 
tus' among their peers. 

"Cyberbullying is a seri- 
ous issue with far-reaching 
consequences for students 


and their families across 
Ontario," said Sam Ooster- 
hoff, the Parliamentary As- 
sistant to the Minister of 
Education. "I applaud my 
colleague for introducing 
Stop Cyberbullying in On- 
tario Day that will raise 
awareness of this threat and 
encourage necessary discus- 
sions in schools, homes, and 
workplaces." 

No doubt cyberbullying is 
a new phenomenon nowa- 
days, but the truth is that 
real bullying or bullying in 
schools is increasing day by 
day. 

Last month, a 14 year-old 
boy was stabbed to death by 
bullying students outside 
Hamilton School. The mur- 
der happened when the 
mother of the child was 
present, but the atmosphere 
of bullying was such that no 
one, including the mother, 
could help save the child. 

Anine year-old Syrian im- 
migrant girl committed sui- 
cide in Calgary a month ago 
because she could not han- 
dle the bullying at school. 
These are the cases that are 
exposed to us in the media, 
but the truth is far stronger 
and in-depth. 

Although statistics are not 
available about Peel Region, 
in particular Brampton and 


Mississauga, talking with 
parents and teachers shows 
that the incidence of bully- 
ing here is higher than else- 
where. 

Bullying students act like 
gangs and children who dis- 
agree with them on drugs 
are beaten separately. Many 
parents are so upset that 
their children do not like 
going to school. Many par- 
ents think that by not doing 
anything to the school sys- 
tem, they need to go to 
school themselves to see 
what the devil's brain actu- 


ally does behind these 
events. 
Is this situation not 


enough for the school 
board, the police, and the 
provincial government to 
take concrete steps? Time is 
ticking, police, community, 
and governments need to 
wake up and act. 


Brampton-based — Surjit 
Singh Flora is a veteran 
journalist and_ freelance 
writer. He is a popular 


media commentator on cur- 
rent affairs. 


Electrovaya moves head office as production increases 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga’s Electrovaya 
Inc.is making a hop and a 
jump to a new head office 
as production for its prod- 
uct lines increase, the com- 
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pany announced Tuesday. 
The lithium ion battery 
maker said in a statement 
that it will be moving its 
head office from Royal 


Windsor Drive in south- 
western Mississauga to 
6688 Kitimat Road, also lo- 
cated within the city, as it 
ramps up production for 


electric batteries for com- 
mercial vehicles. 

The relocation is intended 
to be completed by Monday, 
the company said, placing it 
closer to the head offices of 
several key customers and 
distribution centres where 
the company’s products are 
used. 

Electrovaya, which has 
about 200 employees, de- 
signs and manufactures 
Lithium Ion SuperPolymer 
batteries for the clean 
transportation, smart grid, 
consumer and healthcare 
markets. The Peel com- 
pany's mission is to acceler- 
ate the development of 
clean transportation such 
as zero-emission electric 
vehicles and plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles. 

The new facility will be 
optimized to support signif- 
icantly higher rates of pro- 
duction for the ELivate line 
of forklift batteries in order 
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to meet growing demand 
for the coming year, the 
company said. 

The company claims to 
have more than 150 patents 
on its SuperPolymer 2.0 
battery technology and var- 
ious systems, and its tech- 
nology has been used by 
NASA and in the Scribbler 
tablet computer under li- 
cence. 

The publicly-traded com- 
pany is listed on the 
Toronto Stock Exchange, 
and was founded by Dr. 
Sankar Das Gupta and Dr. 
Jim Jacobs, began looking 
into battery technologies in 
1983. It has partnerships 
around the world and in 
2015, it bought Daimler's 
battery factory in Europe. 

In their statement Mon- 
day, the company also an- 
nounced that they have 
secured a credit facility 
worth $7 million from a 
Canadian bank, and is tar- 


geting deliveries for Wal- 
mart Canada for the next fi- 
nancial quarter. 

The company's lithium 
ion batteries are powering 
electric forklifts in approx- 
imately 26 industrial loca- 
tions, primarily in the 
United States, Canada and 
Mexico. 

"The Electrovaya batter- 
ies provide excellent opera- 
tional value to our 
customers, while aligning 
with their priorities such as 
ESG (Environmental Social 
Governance), climate 
change mitigation and im- 
proving energy efficiency," 
said Das Gupta, the CEO of 
the company. "Electrovaya 
employs a highly talented 
team of lithium ion battery 
researchers, engineers and 
manufacturing talent, and 
we are pleased to continue 


these operations in 
Canada." 
- With PWN Files 
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New report highlights impact of homelessness in GTA 


As a new parliament was 
being sworn in, a new re- 
port written by a Toronto- 
based group has released a 
report outlining the impact 
of homelessness throughout 
the GTA and Canada, and is 
calling on new and return- 
ing politicians to recommit 
to eliminate child and fam- 
ily poverty. 

Nov. 24, 2019 marks 30 
years since the signing of 
the all-party resolution in 
the House of Commons to 
end child and _ family 
poverty. In the _ three 
decades since the motion 
was signed, movement on 
poverty reduction has 
stopped and started, and in 
the meantime an entire gen- 
eration of children have 
grown up in poverty. 

Nearly one in five children 
across the country are living 
in poverty, and the numbers 
are much higher for chil- 
dren from Indigenous com- 
munities and marginalized 
groups, said a representa- 
tive from Campaign 2000, a 
cross-country coalition of 
organizations that work on 
family/child issues from di- 
verse perspectives. 

"Significant rates of child 
poverty exist in every fed- 
eral riding across the coun- 
try, with statistics showing 
higher poverty rates for of 
Indigenous children, racial- 
ized and newcomer chil- 
dren, and children from 
female led lone parent 
households," said Leila 
Sarangi, Campaign 2000’s 
national coordinator. "In a 
country as wealthy as 
Canada, this is completely 
unacceptable." 

While the Canada Child 
Benefit has shown to be an 


important tool to reducing 
child poverty, the progress 
has been uneven across the 
country, and with 28 federal 
ridings experiencing an in- 
crease in child poverty be- 
tween 2015-2017. 

Exacerbating the chal- 
lenge of reducing poverty is 
the limitations with the offi- 
cial poverty measure 
adopted by the federal gov- 
ernment, the Market Basket 
Measure. 

There is no costed-out 
basket for northern commu- 
nities and First Nations re- 
serves and it has not been 
updated since 2010, said 
Sarangi. The current use of 
it underestimates the cost of 
living therefore underesti- 
mating the rate and preva- 
lence of poverty. 

"Unfortunately, the gov- 
ernment established an ab- 
solute measure of material 
deprivation as the official 
poverty line rather than the 
Low-Income Measure which 


is a more comprehensive 
relative measure and 
strongly related to health 
status and child develop- 
ment" said Dr. Sid Frankel, 
University of Manitoba. "It 
is also the international 
gold standard used by 
UNICEF and OECD." 

Measurement of poverty 
must not be misleading or 
politicized - doing so results 
in children in the deepest 
poverty being left out and 
left behind from the mar- 
ginal improvements being 
seen across the country. 

The development of a 
Canadian Poverty Reduction 
Strategy, National Housing 
Strategy, an updated Food 
Policy, and the considera- 
tion of a national Pharma- 
care plan are steps in the 
right direction towards ad- 
dressing the major struc- 
tural issues that keep many 
low income people precari- 
ously housed, hungry, and 
in poor health. 


Without significant in- 
vestments in these areas 
targeted towards children 
and families from marginal- 
ized groups, and in a uni- 
versal childcare system, 
these strategies simply re- 
main plans on paper, said 
Sarangi. 

"The 2018 Canadian 
Poverty Reduction Strategy 
is a modest beginning - now 
it is time for Members of 
Parliament to demand a 
more ambitious strategy 
and to back it with invest- 
ments and updated time- 
lines," said Sarangi. 

"The government has a 
responsibility to ensure that 
life is improved for all chil- 
dren. It is not enough to lift 
children just over the 
poverty line, or to apply a 
measurement that makes it 
look like the numbers are 
going down when they're 
not - the goal must be to 
make sure families thrive." 


Transitway celebrates five 
years of growth 


Transit provider MiWay 
said earlier this month that 
it is celebrating five years of 
service delivery since 
launching the first phase of 
its dedicated 18 kilometre 
transit corridor in 2014 - 
the first of its kind in the 
GTA. 

“As a growing urban city, 
we will continue to make 
smart investments to grow 
our transit service and 
make our fleet cleaner and 
greener. The transitway has 
helped our city tackle grid- 
lock and has changed the 
way we move people across 
Mississauga and beyond," 
said Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie. 

"By efficiently connecting 
customers to other transit 
services such as GO Transit 
and the TTC, we are making 
it easier for people to leave 
their cars at home and hop 
on MiWay to connect to 
where they need to be.” 

In its operation, the tran- 
sitway has seen an annual 
ridership of 5.1 million in 
2019, providing searvice 
across 12 stations. Cus- 


tomers can access GO Bus 
services at several stations 
(since GO Transit also trav- 
els on the Transitway), as 
well as connections to 
Brampton Transit and the 
Toronto Transit Commis- 


sion (TTC) at certain sta- 
tions. 

“Through strategic invest- 
ments in transit, we’re en- 
hancing the customer 
experience on our transit 
system. Buses on the tran- 
sitway are not impacted by 
traffic congestion, roadway 
delays, or construction al- 
lowing for faster travel 
times and greater reliabil- 
ity,” said Geoff Marinoff, Di- 
rector, Transit. “Today, the 
transitway enables services 
for thousands of riders 
every day, allowing them to 
travel east and west across 
Mississauga in under 35 
minutes.” 

The Transitway is part of 
the City's Official Plan, 
along with the MiWay Five 
Transit Service Plan (2016- 
2020), which aims to tran- 
sition the system to a grid 
network, allowing for more 
frequent and direct routes. 

Next year, the transit 
provider said it will focus 
on integrating new transit 
hubs with the new con- 
struction of Kipling Station 
and the Churchill Meadows 
Community Centre and 
Park. The first MiWay Five 
plan wraps up in 2020 and 
MiWay is in the develop- 
ment stages of its next 
MiWay Five Transit Service 
Plan (2021-2025) 


Brampton woman under arrest after RCMP cocaine sting 


Two women are under ar- 
rest in connection with a 
sting operation involving co- 
caine being imported into 


Canada, _— representatives 
from the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) re- 
vealed Monday. 


On Nov. 4, Canada Border 
Services Agency (CBSA) offi- 
cers in Mississauga inter- 
cepted a package transiting 


international borders con- 
taining a total of 999 grams 
of cocaine, which was sent 
to an address in Markham. 
This package was later 
turned over to the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police 
(RCMP), for further investi- 
gation. 

On Nov. 18, RCMP officers 
attended a business estab- 
lishment where two _ fe- 
males, later identified as 21 
year-old Leelah Stanley, of 
Brampton, and 23 year-old 
Candice Taylor, of Shel- 
burne, were observed taking 
possession of the package 
and attempting to depart by 
vehicle. The RCMP arrested 
Stanley and Taylor a short 
distance from this business 


establishment. 

Stanley was charged with 
multiple offences, including 
importation of a controlled 
substance, conspiracy to 
possess, possession of a con- 
trolled substance with in- 
tent to traffic and 
conspiracy to import con- 
trary to the Criminal Code 
of Canada. 

Taylor received similar 
charges, along with three 
counts of possession of an 
identity document that re- 
lated to or purported to re- 
late to another person, 
contrary to the Criminal 
Code. 

Both women appeared in 
Newmarket court for an ap- 
pearance on Tuesday. 


Any substance or product 
that may put the safety of 
Canadians at risk is of great 
concern to the RCMP, said 
RCMP Toronto Airport De- 
tachment Officer in Charge, 
Barry Dolan. “We work in 
partnership with CBSA and 
others to ensure public 
safety locally and interna- 
tionally," said Dolan. 

In a separate statement, 
CBSA Regional Director 
General Lisa said that the 
agency works to interdict 
contraband at ports of entry 
and secure the border. “We 
are proud of the effective 
collaboration with the RCMP 
and other law enforcement 
partners to keep narcotics 
off our streets." 
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LAUNCHING TECH CAREERS, 
TRANSFORMING LIVES. 


aN : 
Apply. Train. Hired 


Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? 
Begin your tech career by completing our 


free Junior IT Analyst Program in only 15 weeks. 


Scan forinfo = Important Information 


Monday to Friday - January 20 - May 1, 2020 


Locations: Mississauga, Markham, Toronto 


Contact Sheryll Smith - 647-669-5850 ext 10/ 
www. npowercanada.ca/youth 
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Sheridan unveils new solution for childhood pneumonia 


One of the region’s biggest 
post-secondary providers un- 
veiled a new device Monday 
that aims to better diagnost 
childhood pneumonia in low- 
resource settings. 

Sheridan College, which op- 
erates campuses in Brampton 
and Mississauga, along with 
Oakville’s Trafalgar Campus, 
unvedil “NewPneu”, a solution 
that is designed to make diag- 
nosing pneumonia - a signifi- 
cant cause of death for 
children worldwide - easier 
and faster. 

The device, which was de- 
signed by a team of faculty 
and student researchers at 
Sheridan's Centre for Mobile 
Innovation (CMI), aims to be 
an energy-efficient and cost- 
effective solution that uses 
biometric sensors to better 
spot and capture the body’s 
blood-oxygen level and respi- 
ratory rates, which are factors 
used to diagnose pneumonia. 

The team at Milton, On- 
tario-based telehealth com- 
pany, Tech4Life Enterprises, 
approached the CMI's Direc- 
tor, Dr. Edward Sykes, in 2017 
about leveraging the college 
division's expertise through 
an applied research partner- 
ship. 

Principal Investigator Dr. 
Tarek El Salti, a professor in 
Sheridan's Honours Bachelor 
of Computer Science (Mobile 
Computing) program, and 
third-year student researcher 
Warren Zajac, have since 


championed the project, 
bringing it from idea to proof 
of concept in just over a year. 

Financial support has been 
provided from Tech4Life and 
through a Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada grant. 

The NewPneu also features 
an Android mobile health app 
that can receive data via Blue- 
tooth. Currently available 
pneumonia-detection systems 
are proprietary and cost ap- 
proximately $990 Euros for 
the circuit board alone. Parts 
for Sheridan's NewPneu board 
cost only $10 USD. 

Commercially available 
products can run for 24 hours 
before requiring a charge, 
while NewPneu runs for up to 
156 hours with energy effi- 
cient components. 

With support from the 
Sheridan Research Ethics 
Board, the CMI team con- 
ducted human testing of New- 
Pneu. Using a gold-standard, 
hospital-grade device for com- 
parison, they gathered data 
from participants after three 
levels of physical activity — sit- 
ting, walking on a level sur- 
face and climbing a flight of 
stairs. 

In all three instances, the re- 
sults from the gold-standard 
device and NewPneu were 
comparable with statistically 
significant correlations. 

"We were thrilled at this 
validation," says Dr. El Salti. 
"It's a testament to Warren's 


hardware and software design 
skills." 

Tech4Life's Global CEO and 
Lead Researcher, Dr. Shariq 
Khoja, said earlier this was 
week that he was impressed 
by the work of Sheridan's 
team in co-creating technol- 
ogy with potential to mean- 
ingfully address a major 
global health concern. 

"Sheridan's team has shown 
great expertise, designing a 
device that can be scaled for 
use globally," he says. "Health 
providers I've spoken with are 
intrigued by NewPneu and 
feel that it will strengthen 
health systems by empower- 
ing thousands of health 
providers in early diagnosis of 
pneumonia, saving the lives of 
young children." 

While communities with 
low resources are the intended 
target, the CMI team is also 
mindful of its application for 
addressing overcrowded 
emergency rooms. According 
to the Canadian Institute for 
Health Information, concerns 
related to pneumonia was one 
of the top 10 reasons people 
visited emergency depart- 
ments in 2017-18. 

"Imagine anyone having ac- 
cess to an inexpensive, user- 
friendly NewPneu device so 
that basic biometrics can be 
taken and sent to a local 
health provider to confirm 
whether the patient needs to 
seek medical attention," said 
E] Salti. 


"Hospitals won't be bogged 
down with people who don't 
need emergency care." 

With the viability of the 
CMI's design, it puts into 
questions why such a device 
hasn't yet been created and 
commercialized. "There's a lot 
of catching up to be done 
when it comes to innovations 
in healthcare," El Salti contin- 


ued. "Addressing health-re- 
lated issues from a medical 
perspective is one thing, but 
technology has a role to play. 
Interdisciplinary approaches 
like the one we take at the 
Centre for Mobile Innovation 
can bring about these cutting- 
edge solutions." 

Last month, the system was 
presented at both doctors at 


the tenth annual IEEE Annual 
Information, Technology, 
Electronics and Mobile Comu- 
nication Conference in British 
Columbia. Next month, the 
doctors said they will present 
NewPneu at the 2019 Global 
Digital Health Forum in 


Bethesda, Maryland in front of 
thousands of healthcare and 
technology professionals. 


New director of internal 
audit revealed 


Mississauga will have a 
new internal audit direc- 
tor next year. 

Mississauga announced 
last week that Luis Souza 
has been tapped to re- 
place outgoing director Al 
Steinbach, who retired 
earlier this year. 

Souza, who begins in 
the new role on Jan. 8, 
2020, is a long-time audi- 
tor who has worked in 
various public- and pri- 
vate-sector companies, 
including roles at Barrick 
Gold, Banco Bilbao Vyz- 
caia Argentacia in Brazil 
and, most recently, as in- 
ternal audit director with 
auto parts manufacturer 
ABC Techologies. 

Sousa will join theCity 
Manager’s Office heading 
up the internal Audit Divi- 
sion, said city manager 
Janice Baker. 

“He brings a wide range 


of experience and knowl- 
edge in both the public 
sector as well as many 
private companies. I’m 
looking forward to having 
Luis support the organi- 
zation with his broad ex- 
perience in all areas of 
audit, risk and internal 
control.” 

Souza will be responsi- 
ble for managing all busi- 
ness functions of the 
Internal Audit Division as 
well as assessing the 
City’s risk management, 
control and governance 
processes. 

Souza holds a Bachelor, 
Physics degree from Sao 
Paulo University. He is a 
Chartered Professional 
Accountant (CPA, CMA) 
and a Certified Internal 
Auditor with the Institute 
of Internal Auditors. 
Souza is fluent in Por- 
tuguese and Spanish. 


MBOT TV Weekly Recap 


MB 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 
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Teams raise funds for charity at Brampton Pink in the Rink 


It was a colourful - and 
collaborative - game for one 
of Brampton’s major hockey 
teams as they raised money 
for deserving charities dur- 
ing the 2019 “Pink in the 
Rink” game, hosted on Nov. 
15 and 16 at the Brampton 
Memorial Arena. 

The Brampton Bombers, 
Brampton Admirals and 
Caledon Golden Hawks 
played hard to collabora- 
tively raise funds for an as- 
sortment of local 
organizations, for the sixth 
year running. 

The Brampton Admirals 
Junior A team raised more 
than $2,700 for Wellspring 
Chinguacousy, which will 
help boost efforts to sup- 
port those affected by can- 
cer. 

Meanwhile, the Brampton 
Bombers Junior B team 
raised over $4,000 for Kid- 
ney Cancer Canada, a bene- 
ficiary of last year’s event, 
with funds helping them as 
they continue their efforts 
to put an end to the disease. 


The Caledon Golden 
Hawks Junior C team raised 
over $2,400 to benefit 
Headwaters Health Care 
Foundation as they con- 
tinue their efforts to treat 
those with cancer and give 
them hope. 

The event has continued 
to receive generous support 
from volunteers, commu- 
nity advocates, local busi- 
ness and members of the 
community, with more than 
$12,500 being raised in the 
first four years alone. 

The game weekend began 
with a special pre-auction 
of game-worn jerseys cre- 
ated specifically for the 
event. Participants had the 
opportunity to bid on jer- 
seys and get their photo 
taken with their favourite 
players. The event also in- 
cluded a bake sale and a 
ticket/silent auction. 

Keep reading Peel Weekly 
News for additional up- 
dates as the Bombers, Ad- 
mirals and Golden Hawks 
continue their seasons. 


Steelheads set to go bear-crazy at annual Teddy Bear Toss 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads are set to host their 
eighth annual Teddy Bear 
Toss game on Sunday, Dec. 8 
at 2 p.m., as they face off 
against the Soo Greyhounds 
at the Paramount Fine Foods 
Centre. This year’s event 
will be presented by Cana- 
dian Tire and will be sup- 
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porting the Boys and Girls 
Club of Peel. 

Last season, Steelheads 
fans donated over $2,000 to 
Canadian Tire's Jumpstart 
Foundation through Teddy 
Bear sales and launched 
2,257 stuffed animals onto 
the ice after the team's first 
goal. 


Thanks to all the support, 
over 2,000 kids whom oth- 
erwise wouldn't have, re- 
ceived a gift for the holiday 
season through the Boys and 
Girls Club of Peel. 

Lori Gagnon, Regional 
Manager of Canadian Tire 
Jumpstart Charities com- 
mented on the importance 


of continuing its partnership 
with the hockey club. “ 

‘Sometimes, families need 
financial assistance to get 
their kids into a sport or 
physical activity. Jumpstart 
is committed to helping all 
families access a range of 
activities, and Peel Region is 
no exception!” 

Gagnon said that last year, 
Jumpstart disbursed 
$532,578 into the commu- 
nity which helped 4,638 
kids get off the sideline and 
into the game. Since Jump- 
start’s inception, in 2005, 
the organization has helped 
over 26,000 kids in Peel Re- 
gion. 

“Partnering with the Mis- 
sissauga Steelheads Hockey 
Club is an extension of the 
work Jumpstart does in 
communities across 
Canada,” said Gagnon. 

“The five Canadian Tire 
locations in Mississauga are 
passionate about promoting 
physical activity and making 
sport accessible to all Cana- 
dian families and that is 
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what this event is about” 
Her sentiments were 
echoed by Boys and Girls 
Club of Peel executive direc- 
tor Michael Gyovai, who 
commented on the impact 
this event has on their or- 


ganization. 
“Our partnership with the 
Mississauga Steelheads, 


Canadian Tire and the City 
of Mississauga is essential 
and critical to the long-term 
growth and development of 
our children, youth and fam- 
ily programs and services 
across the City and Region,” 
said Gyovai. “It is because of 
local partnerships, like with 
the Steelheads, we are able 
to continue providing op- 
portunities for our mem- 
bers, allowing them to 
thrive, in school and society. 
Our families come from all 
walks of life, some are seen 
as at-risk children, youth 
and families from low-in- 
come communities but in 
the end, Everyone can bene- 
fit from the services and 
programs we offer.” 


The organization has been 
providing a safe place for in- 
dividuals to participate in 
impactful, fun activities that 
support the development of 
confidence, learning and 
positive relationships since 
1983, Gyovai said. 

All fans attending the 
game are asked to bring a 
stuffed toy. When the Steel- 
heads score the first goal of 
the game, fans can throw 
their stuffed animals onto 
the ice. 

Canadian Tire will also be 
selling teddy bears on the 
concourse Sunday afternoon 
for fans to toss on the ice 
will all proceeds going back 
to Canadian Tire’s Jumpstart 
Foundation. An autograph 
signing and meet-and-greet 
opportunity will also be held 
after the game. 

The puck drops at 2 p.m. 
To purchase tickets, visit the 
Steelheads website at mis- 
sissaugasteelheads.com. 
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Hawks fall victim to Hornets 


The Caledon Golden 
Hawks were stung by the 
Alliston Hornets last week, 
ending a winning streak as 
they moved into the Pink in 
the Rink charity game. 

The Hornets made a deci- 
sive 5-3 victory over the 
Hawks at Caledon East 
Arena on Nov. 17, coming in 
with a three-goal finish to 
end the game. 

The first goal was nabbed 
by the Hornets’ Jordan Tay- 
lor, who slipped a puck past 
the Hawks’ Jason Cumbo 
shortly after the puck 
dropped. Logan Hoover 
would tie up the game later 


in the period on a giveaway. 

The second period had a 
flurry of activity, buoyed by 
Caledon taking a late-period 
lead through a goal from 
Marc Botters. The Hawks’ 
Noah Li also kept up the 
pressure throughout the pe- 
riod. 

The Hornets would end 
off the game with a trio of 
goals just before the final 
buzzer. 

Caledon currently sits in 
the middle of the Car- 
ruthers division pack, 
standing at sixth place with 
an overall record of 8-9-1-1. 
They looked to make up 


ray 
v 


some lost ground, as the 
PJHL season passed its mid- 
way point, and beat the 
Orillia Terriers 4-2 last 
Thursday. A subsequent 
matchup against the 
Stayner Siskins resulted in 
a 4-3 loss on Saturday. 

The Golden Hawks will 
take on the Schomberg 
Cougars tonight at the 
Trisan Centre. The puck 
drops at 7:30 p.m. 

For a full schedule of up- 
coming games, visit the 
Golden Hawks website at jr- 
cgoldenhawks.pointstreak- 
sites.com. 


Daccord steady as Beast clip Wings 


Erik Robichaud scored 
his first goal as a member 
of the Beast and Joey Dac- 
cord made 24 saves as 
Brampton defeated Kala- 
mazoo by a score of 4-1 0n 
Sunday afternoon. 

The Brampton’ Beast 
faced off against the Kala- 
mazoo Wings for the first 
time this season. The 
Beast entered the contest 
fresh off back-to-back 
wins and 16 total goals in 
those wins. 

The first period saw the 
Beast fly up the ice and 
score the first goal of the 
contest. Jared Gomes 
worked the puck to TJ 
Melancon who whipped 
the puck to Lindsay Sparks 
for a breakaway. 

The slick forward made 
no mistake and buried the 
high shot over the shoul- 
der of Jake Kielly for a 1-0 
Brampton lead at 4:55. 

The horn would sound to 
end the first and the Beast 
would take a 1-0 lead into 
the intermission. They 
would also be ahead in the 
shots department by a 
count of 11-9. 

The second period would 
see the Beast add to their 
lead, this time with a goal 
from Dan Leavens. The 
forward would take the 
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pass from David Pacan and 
sweep it into the empty 
net for a 2-0 lead at 6:34. 

Kalamazoo would get on 
the board with a goal from 
Dylan Sadowy on _ the 
power play that would 
draw the K-Wings within 
one at 13:54. 

The Beast would fight 
back and would restore 
their two-goal lead with a 
tally from Erik Robichaud. 
The former Nipissing cap- 
tain would squeak his shot 
through the pads of Kielly 
for his first as a Beast at 
16:03. 

Brampton continued to 
fire and were rewarded 
with a power play goal at 
18:26 from TJ Melancon. 
He took the pass and 
wired the shot into the 
back of net to make it 4-1 
Brampton at 18:26. 

The hometown Beast 
took a 4-1 lead into the 
second intermission and 
would lead in shots 18-16. 

The third period saw 
both clubs hunting for ad- 
ditional goals but goal- 
tenders Kielly and Joey 
Daccord were solid and 
turned away all shots they 
faced. The Beast would 
take the contest by a score 
of 4-1 with Daccord mak- 
ing 24 saves for the win. 


In related news, the St. 
Louis Blues of the National 
Hockey League have as- 
signed goaltender Evan 
Fitzpatrick from the San 
Antonio Rampage of the 
American Hockey League 
to the Beast. 

Fitzpatrick, 21, has spent 
time this season with the 
Tulsa Oilers of the ECHL. 
The St. John’s, Newfound- 
land, native has appeared 
in five games and has a 
record of 1-3-1 with a 3.61 
goals-against average and 
a save percentage of 
0.889. 

Fitzpatrick also has 
American Hockey League 
experience under his belt 
and has played eight 
games with the San Anto- 
nio Rampage. He appeared 
in those games last sea- 
son. 

The young netminder is 
an NHL draft pick and was 
selected in the second 
round, 59th overall by the 
St. Louis Blues in the 2016 
NHL Entry Draft. 

The Beast will be back in 
action tomorrow night 
(Nov. 29) when they face 
the Adirondack Thunder 
on the road. The puck 
drops at 7:00 p.m. 
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JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE START OF THE NEW YEAR, 
MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTORSHIP MONTH! 


Paramount Fine Foods Centre in Mississauga 


Watch the game + meet the Raptors 905 
players and their families to hear their 
inspiring stories on success, failures, 
mental health and mentorship. 


4:00 to 6:00 PM - GAME 
RAPTORS 905 VS AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS 


6:00 to 8:00 PM - PRESENTATION, Q&A, PICS 


GET INVOLVED! 


SPONSOR DONATE YOUR ORGANIZE A DONATE SHARE YOUR SPONSOR SHARE WITH 
THE EVENT SEASON TICKETS FUNDRAISER A PRIZE SWAG A YOUTH/MENTOR OTHERS 


#playgroundtoNBA 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Triumph and Alessia Cara honoured at Walk of Fame 


by Lachman Balani 


The star power on the red 
carpet at the Canada Walk of 
Fame this psst weekend was 
a sight to behold, as top guns 
from various creative indus- 
tries - including local per- 
formers - joined together at 
the Metro Toronto Conven- 
tion Centre in downtown 
Toronto. 

From the music industry, 
Mississauga’s iconic rock 
power trio, Triumph, was in- 
ducted. From Brampton, 
Grammy and Juno award 
winner Alessia Cara was 
graced as the Allan Straight 
Music Impact Honouree. 

Other inductees of the 
evening included honours for 
architect Frank Gehry and 
posthumously for Dr. James 
Naismith (both for the cate- 
gory for Science, Technology 
and Innovation). Cindy 
Klassen and Mark Messier 
were both honoured in the 
category for Sports and Ath- 
letics, along with Jim Treliv- 
ing (Business and 
Entrepreneurship), Will Ar- 
nett (Arts and Entertain- 
ment) and Canada’s own Mr. 
Dressup, Ernie Coombs (Leg- 
end Inductee). 

Abhayjeet and Sukhmeet 
Sachal were praised for their 
work and conferred with the 
MLSE/Scotiabank Commu- 
nity Hero award. 

The evening started off 
with a star-studded red car- 
pet event with loads of 
celebrities interacting with 
their fans. 


Besides this year’s in- 
ductees, several past in- 
ductees and other 


well-known personalities en- 
hanced the uber chic event. 

Some of the distinguished 
attendees including Andy 
Kim, Jeanne Beker (fashion 
editor), Chris Hadfield 
(Canada’s astronaut extraor- 
dinaire) and his wife Helene, 
Michael Wekerle (Dragon’s 
Den), RCMP Commissioner 
Brenda Lucki and Mayor of 
Mississauga Bonnie Crombie. 

News anchor Pooja Handa 
of CP24 hosted the star un- 
veiling stage, where each in- 
ductee signed their star as it 
was unveiled, leading up to 
the final uncovering where 
(with much fanfare) each 
Triumph member, including 
Gil Moore, Rik Emmett and 
Mike Levine, signed their 
plaque. 

Mayor Crombie also came 
up to present each of the 
members with their own pri- 
vate key to the city of Missis- 
sauga. 

After the grand red carpet 
entrance and display of the 
inductees’ stars, there was a 
splendid gala dinner hosted 
by CTV’s Ben Mulroney and 
Anne-Marie Mediwake. Sev- 
eral special guests were part 
of the audience, including 
among Olympian Susan 
Auch, basketball phenomena 
Elijah Fisher and _ Isaiah 
Thomas, David Mirvish, Tri- 
umph super-fan Nancy Inch 
and another living legend of 
the Canadian music scene, 
Tom Cochrane. 

The evening started off 
with a tribute to Alessia Cara 
by vocal sensation Martina- 
Ortiz Luis, followed by the 


special Allan Straight Music 
Impact award being be- 
stowed upon her. During her 
speech, Cara gave a huge 
shout out to Brampton, 
where she grew up and 
honed her musical style. 

The evening continued 
with presentations to all the 
2019 inductees showering 
them with accolades and 
complimenting them on their 
achievements and undying 
enthusiasm. There was also a 
performance from David Fos- 
ter and The Tenors that 
wowed audience members. 

Then came the energetic 
and electric finale as 
Lawrence Gowan, flamboy- 
ant frontman of the rock 
band Styx, and the Rock 
Army gave a mind blowing 
tribute performance to Tri- 
umph by singing a medley of 
their famous songs: “Lay it 
on the Line”, “Fight the Good 
Fight” and “Magic Power”. 
That brought the house 
down! 

It was a knockout evening, 
and residents in Peel Region 
should particularly feel a 
rush up their collective 
spines to see local rock group 
Triumph getting the keys to 
their beloved city Missis- 
sauga. 

With the gala dinner hon- 
ouring Brampton’s very own 
dazzling superstar Alessia 
Cara and finishing off with a 
dynamic salute to the mem- 
bers of Triumph, it’s fair to 
say that Peel has living leg- 
ends! A great big tip of the 
hat to all the other inductees 
as well! 
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Tributes, reflections mark Davis event 


Continued from Pg 4 


"It was often said any 
Davis speech would have to 
invoke ‘Brampton’ at least 
three times... "Brampton 
Bill" has taught me about 
how to be _ collaborative 
around the council table,” 
Brown added, speaking of 
Davis' history in education 
and collaborative efforts to 
work with other political 
parties. 


Brown acknowledged 
Davis as a "mentor" whose 
style of negotiation and dis- 
cussion was needed in the 
current political climate. 

“Public transit, education, 
Davis is a fighter for human 
rights. Those were things 
that didn’t become part of 
the political mainstream 
until really after he became 
premier,” echoed Tory, stat- 
ing that Brampton’s popula- 
tion was barely 10,000 
people when Davis started. 


Former Mississauga mayor 
Hazel McCallion, who often 
clashed with Davis during 
the negotiations on forming 
regional government in the 
1970s, echoed those senti- 
ments and thanked the for- 
mer premier for “giving her” 
the opportunity to become 
Mississauga's Mayor. 

McCallion was the mayor 
of what was then the town of 
Streetsville, which was amal- 
gamated into the new City of 
Mississauga in 1974. 


Davis, who is famous for 
his straightforward “bland” 
style of leadership and 
snarkiness, said it was a 
pleasure to have met Brown 
and consulted with the 
Mayor on various issues fac- 
ing the community. 

He said he looked forward 
to seeing him become a fed- 
eral MP again and then 
prime minister, while also 
invoking his trademark style 
of diffusing praise away 
from himself. 


"There's a measure of ap- 
preciation," said Davis, ac- 
knowledging each of the 
speakers in a playful tone, 
garnering big laughs from 
the crowd for saying he 
"couldn't read" the notes his 
son gave to him. 

Davis has received more 
than 18 honorary degrees for 
continues to aid in charitable 
work and advocate for edu- 
cation. 

The former Premier's con- 
tributions were well-summa- 


rized by his son, Neal Davis, 
who said that his father's 
work "echoes in the streets" 
of the city. "In this town, he 
was Brampton Billy... and 
there are so many people 
who have a story or connec- 
tion with him,” Neal said. 
“This city was the touch- 
stone of government policy 
as far as he was concerned.” 

The evening ended with a 
meet-and-greet ceremony 
with Davis and other digni- 
taries. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


PDN November 28, 2019 Layout 1 2019-11-28 11:49AM Page 22 


Nov. 28, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 22 


Symphonic sounds on full display at MSO 


Orchestral legends, 
Christmas classic and “the 
Sultans of Swing” will be on 
full display at a Mississauga 
orchestra this holiday sea- 
son. 

The Mississauga Sym- 
phony Orchestra (MSO) will 
kick off this year’s holiday 
festivities with the sixth an- 
nual “Highlights from Mes- 
siah” on Dec. 14 at 8 p.m. in 
the Living Arts Centre. 

The traditional concert 
will feature popular works 
from Handel’s masterwork 
oratorio. The Mississauga 
Festival Chamber Choir will 
be on-hand to celebrate the 
season with a selection of 
uplifting and iconic csongs, 
including the Hallelujah 
Chorus and much more, 
backed by a selection of 
soloists including baritone 
Christopher Dunham, tenor 
Zachary Rioux, mezzo-so- 
prano Lillian Brooks and so- 
prano Angela Yoo. 

The following day (Sun- 
day, Dec. 15), the wildly- 
popular “AMerry Little 
Christmas” performance re- 
turns to stir the holiday 
spirit, beginning at 3 p.m. 

Tickets for either per- 
formance are $25 for youths 
under the age of 15, $30 for 


ages 16-26, $40-50 for 
adults and $31-40 for sen- 
iors, Complimentary under- 
ground parking is included 
with every ticket purchase. 

A major operatic experi- 
ence will also return to the 
LAC early next year, as the 
MSO will perform a fully- 
staged version of a classic 
masterpiece. 

After successful produc- 
tions of Carmen and La Bo- 
héme, the MSO will return 
to fully-staged opera with a 
production of Verdi's mas- 
terpiece, La Traviata. 

This perennial favourite 
tells the story of the tragic 
love between the courtesan 
Violetta (Christina Pisani) 
and the romantic Alfredo 
Germont (Keith Klassen). 

Played out against the 
hypocrisy of upper-class 
fashionable society, Alfredo 
and Violetta’s love threatens 
to shame his family. 

When Alfredo’s father di- 
rectly appeals to Violetta to 
relinquish her one chance of 
happiness, Violetta submits, 
and her act of self-sacrifice 
leads to her paying the ulti- 
mate price. 

The production will take 
place on Jan. 25 and Jan. 28, 
2019 at Hammerson Hall, 


located within the LAC. 

Tickets for the opera are 
$50-85 for adults, $45-85 
for seniors, and $30 for 
adults aged 16-26. As with 
other MSO performances, 
underground parking is in- 
cluded with every ticket 
purchase. 

The Sultans of Swing will 
arrive at the LAC for a jazzy 
performance on Saturday, 
Feb. 8 at 8 p.m. 

The three time JUNO- 
nominated group will join 


Submitted Photo 


the orchestra for an evening 
of Celtic reels, gypsy-jazz, 
flamenco, Arabic, Cuban 
and South Asian rhythms; 
celebrating musical fusion 
and human creativity with 
warmth and virtuosity. 

This concert will feature 
First Nations singer/song- 
writer Shannon Thunder- 
bird and 
Pakistani-Canadian sitarist 
Anwar Kurshid. 

Tickets are $45-65 for 
adults, $36-58 for seniors, 


$30 for adults aged 16-26 
and $25 for youths under 
15. 
Finally, “a galaxy far, far 
away” will arrive at the LAC 
as the fan favourite “Star 
Wars” concert, which will 
take place in Hammerson 
Hall on Saturday, Apr. 25 at 
8 p.m. 

From the Imperial March 
to the Throne Room End 
Title, this concert will allow 
audience members to expe- 
rience favourite music from 


across the franchise, as well 
as take part in a Star Wars- 
themed costume contest 
and much more! 

Tickets are $55-75 for 
adults, $50-68 for seniors, 
$30 for adults aged 16-26 
and $25 for youths under 
15. 

For more information on 
the concerts or to purchase 
tickets, visit missis- 
saugasymphony.ca. 


Santa arrives in style for Bolton parade 


Bundle up, bring a folding chair 
if you have it and come out to 
watch the many wonderful floats 
that will make their way through 
Bolton Village next weekend, as the 
Bolton Kinsmen host their annual 
Christmas Parade on Dec. 7. 

When Santa Claus comes to 
Bolton, who does he call for help? 
That would be The Bolton Kin! 

In 1973, a local group that had 
been organizing the annual Bolton 
Santa Claus Parade for several 
years was in desperate need of ad- 
ditional manpower to help put on 
the Parade. 

At a Santa Claus Parade meeting 
that year, it was decided that it 
would be best for the Parade if the 
Kinsmen Club of Bolton were to 
take over the running of the Pa- 
rade. That is exactly what hap- 
pened - and the rest is history. 

Since then, the Bolton Kinsmen 
have worked long and hard to al- 
ways make sure that Santa Claus 
has a grand welcome to the town. 
Planning for Santa’s arrival is a 
year-long endeavour. Working with 
the Town of Caledon, the OPP raise 
funds to help to make the Parade a 
success. The official Santa Claus 
Float is also built by Club members 
the week before the Parade. 


Next Saturday, thousands of chil- 
dren and their parents will descend 
on Highway 50 for the Parade, with 
this year’s theme being “Favourite 
Christmas Stories”. 


The Parade will make its way 


down Highway 50 towards the cen- 
tre of Bolton. As many as 55 floats 
representing many of the local or- 
ganizations and businesses partic- 
ipate by entering floats into the 
Parade. 

Bands from as far away as Sud- 


bury, Toronto and Mississauga will 
add a musical flavour to the Pa- 
rade. 

Certainly Santa Claus always ap- 
preciates the Bolton Kinsmen for 
giving him the opportunity to see 
all the Bolton children just before 
Christmas. 

The parade begins at 11 a.m. 
sharp. For more information or to 
register a float for the parade, visit 
the event website at 
boltonkin.com. 


ee 7th 7 


10:00-2:00 


READY YOUR SWEET TOOTH! 


CAVEN'S ANNUAL 
BAKE SALE 


Sweet homemade treats to satisfy your cravings 


CAVEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
110 KING STREET WEST 
BOLTON, ONTARIO 


SAME DAY AS BOLTON CHRISTMAS PARADE 
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by Vidya Gopaul 


There are those who 
strive to have lots of rela- 
tives and friends and be 
happy, and there are those 
who choose to have few rel- 
atives and friends, but are 
still happy. Which one are 
you? 

When it comes to relatives 
- we cannot avoid them. 
This is something we in- 
herit from birth. If we were 
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to trace our DNA, we could 
easily discover hundreds, if 
not thousands, of relatives 
from here to Timbuktu! 
Hence, we do not have a 
choice. They are there in 
your neighbourhood, town, 
country and far away in 
every corner of the world. 
The second one - that is, 
friends - do not come with 
birth. We make friends and 


have friends from our child- 
hoods, teenage years, ado- 
lescence, middle age, old 
age, and in the workplace, 
neighbourhood and even 
while commuting. 

We can have as many or 
as few of them as we want - 
tens, hundreds or even 


thousands. 
Thee question arises - 
how many relatives and 
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Quality or Quantity of Life? 


friends do we need to be 
happy in life? 

Theory has it that - and 
some studies have been 
done and from my own ex- 
periences - people are 
afraid to live or die alone. 

This is a very paradoxical 
thought, because we are 
born alone and will die 
alone! Or, simply put - we 
come into this world with 
empty hands, and we will 
leave this world with empty 
hands. 

When I scroll through the 
feed of Facebook pages, 
quite often than not, I al- 
ways come across a quote of 
the day for life, posted by 
relatives and friends. There 
are also quotes from all 
walks of life. Most of the 
time, they refer to the qual- 
ity of life or quantity of life, 
who are your trustworthy 
friends, relationship among 
relatives and siblings, etc. 

I think this quote from 
Women Working sums it up 
very well: "The older you 
get, the more you realize 
you have no desire for 
drama, conflict or stress. 
You just want a cozy home, 
food on the table, and to be 
surrounded by kind people 
who make you happy," 

Another quote by John 
Lennon says, "Count your 
age by friends, not years. 
Count your life by smiles, 


not tears." 

Then there’s the famous 
aesop: "We're born alone, 
we live alone, we die alone. 
Only through our love and 
friendship can we create the 
illusion for the moment that 
we're not alone," by Orson 
Welles. 

Better yet, my favourite, 
"Little friends may prove 
great friends," was written 
by Aesop (c.620-560 BC). 

Remember that old saying 
about the relationship be- 
tween a man and woman, 
"Can't live with them and 
can't live without them." I 
believe that is true with rel- 
atives and friends. 

You cannot live with them 
and you cannot live without 
them. And that is correct 
because at some point in 
life, you do need love and 
support to march on. 

I also believe that there is 
a direct and linear correla- 
tion between number 
friends and relatives you 
have and the amount of 
drama, conflict and stress 
you accumulate in life. 

The more friends and rel- 
atives you have, the more 
drama, conflict and stress 
you will have, which fits the 
description of my first 
quote mentioned above. 
The older you get, those 
dramas, conflicts and 
stresses take a toll on the 


health and well being. 

Therefore, the best thing 
to do is to find out from day 
one who among your 
friends and relatives are 
loyal to you, are true to your 
hearts, truly love and re- 
spect you unconditionally, 
and who are free-loaders, 
take advantage of you at 
every moment with sweet 
talks and who indeed would 
provide support in times of 
true needs. 

As time passes by, slowly 
try to distance yourself 
from those negative influ- 
ences and keep them at 
arm's length, Eventually, 
surround yourself with a 
handful of friends and rela- 
tives who are truly and 
without any doubt close to 
your heart, and you can 
count on them in times of 
need. 

However little that num- 
ber will be, I am sure it will 
be worth it because "little 
friends may prove great 
friends." 

Let’s face it - at the end of 
the day, we will be alone 
eventually. So why afraid to 
be alone? 

Have less drama, conflict 
and stress with less friends 
and relatives than more 
drama, conflict and stress 
with lots of friends and rel- 
atives. Therefore, I say, "live 
with less and live happy." 


Local author set to empower residents at book launch 


The first legally-blind 
teacher in Ontario will dis- 
cuss her experiences over- 
coming limitations and 
empowering others in a 
new book that will be 
launched in Mississauga 
next week. 

Author Melanie Taddeo- 
Nxumalo, whose life 
changed drastically after a 
massive stroke that left her 
legally blind and completely 
paralyzed on her left side, 
will speak about her unique 
experience and how she has 
overcome her challenges 
and inspired others in her 
new book, My Unforseen 
Journey: Losing Sight, Gain- 
ing Vision, during the 
launch event, which will be 
held next Friday, Dec. 8 at 
the Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga, located within the 


Mississauga Civic Centre at 
300 City Centre Drive. 

Guests can expect to hear 
from powerful speakers on 
a variety of topics, includ- 
ing how to deal with un- 
foreseen changes, 
overcoming adversity wirth 
resilience, and moving for- 
ward in times of hardship. 

The book has also re- 
ceived accolades from read- 
ers across the province, 
including the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation’s 
Kai Black, who said that 
Taddeo is “a force of nature. 
Her deep-seated belief in 
the potential of everyone 
inspires all around her. Es- 
pecially me.” 

Lizz Noble, artistic film- 
maker, said earlier this 
week that Taddeo’s spirit is 
apparent the moment she 


walks into a room. “She is a 
true powerhouse who takes 
on every single day with a 
goal to always achieve the 
best.” 

Guests will also enjoy 
food, drinks, wine, door 
prizes, and connections as 
Taddeo speaks to the crowd 
and signs her book. The 
event will also include 
speeches from Sheri An- 
drunyk, the owner and pub- 
lisher of Insightful 
Communications, profes- 
sional speaker Gabriella 
Mammone, who con- 
tributed the foreward to the 
book, as well as some spe- 
cial surprises to be unveiled 
at the launch. 

Admission is free for the 
event, which will include 
charcuterie catering sup- 
plied by Amazing Grace. 


Books will also be available 
to purchase for $20 at the 
event, which runs from 6 - 
9 p.m. 


s 


A VIP package is also 
available for $35, which in- 
cludes the book and a gift 
bag containing a number of 


special items. Attendees are 
asked to confirm their at- 
tendance at myunforeseen- 
journey.eventbrite.ca. 
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As we near the end of the year and term of office for our 
Board of Directors, this year we combine our Annual General 
Meeting with our after-business Mix & Mingle, so that we can 
formally report to you, our members, on the activities and 
financial performance of the organization over the past year, 
and vote for our 2020 Board of Directors. 


WEDNESDAY 


DEC. 11 


AGM: 

1:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
MIX & MINGLE: 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

MISSISSAUGA 


CONVENTION 
CENTRE 


KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 


BRIAN SUTHERLAND 
Development lead 
Lakeview Village project 


WWW.MBOT.COM 


aa ty ta 


y @mbotontario 


VENUE 
#mbotagm 
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Region makes move to boost affordable housing 


In Peel, 70 per cent of 
low-income and 30 per 
cent of middle-income 
households are living in 
housing they cannot afford. 

In response, the Region 
of Peel announced last 
week that it is embarking 
on a ten-year housing and 
homelessness plan aimed 
at making affordable hous- 
ing available to all resi- 
dents and _ preventing 
chronic homelessness. 

The long-term plan aims 
to increase Peel’s afford- 
able housing stock by up to 
5,700 over the next 15 
years. 

Bringing attention to af- 
fordable housing issues is 
the focus of National Hous- 
ing Day, which took place 
last Thursday (Nov. 22), 
said Peel Regional Chair 
Nando Iannicca. “For the 
Region, it provides an op- 
portunity to raise aware- 
ness about the work 
currently underway to ad- 
dress the critical lack of af- 
fordable housing in Peel, a 
key priority for Regional 
Council,” he announced at 
last week’s biweekly Re- 
gional Council meeting. 

A key part of the ten-year 
housing and homelessness 
plan is a Housing Master 
Plan, endorsed by Regional 
Council this past July The 


plan maps how the Region 
will phase-in the develop- 
ment of 5,700 affordable 
rental and emergency units 
across Brampton, Caledon 
and Mississauga. 

Peel is one of only a few 
communities across 
Canada with a long-term 
housing investment strat- 
egy, said Iannicca. “The de- 
velopment of 5,700 
affordable rental units on 
Regional surplus lands and 
Peel Housing Corporation 
sites by 2034 makes the 
Region’s Housing Master 
Plan the most progressive 
and large-scale housing in- 
frastructure plan devel- 
oped in Peel,” Iannicca 
said. “To help us achieve 
that, we require significant 
funding and support from 
our federal and provincial 
partners.” 

According to the Peel 
Housing and Homelessness 
Plan, approximately one in 
five people in Peel Region 
are in poverty, with 13,597 
households in the region 
on the wait list for a hous- 
ing subsidy. 

Last year, 903 Peel 
households were placed in 
affordable housing from 
the wait list. Additionally, 
11,568 Peel households re- 
ceived housing subsidies 
last year. 


The Region has been 
building new affordable 
housing for many years, 
and currently has 965 units 
in development, said Cale- 
don councillor Annette 
Groves, who chairs the Re- 
gion’s Strategic Housing 
and Homelessness Com- 
mittee. 

»The Housing Master 
Plan will further increase 
Peel’s affordable housing 
supply at an unprece- 
dented pace,” said Groves 
last week. 

Other strategies within 
the 10-year Peel Housing 
and Homelessness Plan in- 
clude incentives to build - 
financial and non-financial 
incentives (policies, bylaw 
amendments) to encourage 
the private and non-profit 
sectors to build more af- 
fordable housing, using ex- 
isting stock to increase 
housing options - for ex- 
ample, through second 
suites, home-sharing, 
needs-based service deliv- 
ery - residents with urgent 
housing needs are receiv- 
ing the help they need to 
get and keep their housing; 
supports focus on stabiliz- 
ing people in their housing 
to prevent eviction. 

“The participation of the 
private and non-profit sec- 
tors, other governments, 


agencies and residents is 
critical to meeting the 
community’s affordable 
housing needs in Peel,” 
said the Region’s Housing 
Director, Aileen Baird. 


“Only with everyone’s in- 
volvement can we achieve 
our goal that affordable 


housing is available to all 
in Peel.” 

Other actions underway 
by the Region to increase 
affordable housing and 
prevent homelessness in- 
clude a $510.1 million ten- 
year Capital Plan - 
Housing, which aims to 


provide funding to help 
people avoid eviction and 
stay in their homes, and 
create one-stop service ac- 
cess and online self-help 
technology to help people 
get and keep housing. 
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Miss. Arts Council Goes Brit-Crazy 
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Brampton means “snow business” this winter 


~ 
y 


y While a wave of snow buried 


residents and sidewalks in and 
around Brampton last winter, 
the city is stepping up its game 
this season with round-the-clock 
plans to tackle inclement 
weather and ensure that resi- 
dents and drivers get to their 
destinations safely. 

Brampton council announced 
last week at their regular meet- 


) ing that a number of winter op- 


erations improvements will be 
made to aid residents who want 
to walk, drive and take transit in 


the city. 


Planned enhancements include 
increased service levels on local 
roads (from 7.5 cm accumulation 
to 5.0 cm), with crews being dis- 
patched sooner during a winter 
weather event. 

Residents can also see what 
roads and sidewalks crews have 
cleared through the City’s newly 
launched Plow Tracker, which 
can be visited at 
brampton.ca/snow. 

Responding to winter condi- 
tions is one of the largest opera- 
tions at the city, said regional 
councillor Paul Vicente, who 
chairs the city’s Public Works 
and Engineering Committee. 

“(We have) made service level 
enhancements to improve our 


core services for Brampton resi- 
dents,” said Vicente, who ex- 
plained that city crews maintain 
3,986 lane kilometres of roads, 
2,462 transit stops and 979 kilo- 
metres of sidewalks and walk- 
ways. “We’re asking residents to 
do their part to keep their com- 
munities winter-ready by ensur- 
ing residential sidewalks are 
clear and parked cars are kept 
off the road during snowfall for 
plows and emergency vehicles to 
pass by safely.” 

Vicente’s remarks were shared 
by Mayor Patrick Brown, who sid 
that the season can bring a wide 
range of incelment weather con- 
ditions such as snow, ice, freez- 
ing rain, cold temperatures and 
other severe conditions. 

“With our newly increased 
service levels, our teams will 
continue to provide excellent, 
around-the-clock service to keep 
Brampton safe this season,” said 
Brown. “We encourage residents 
when travelling to ensure they 
allow for extra time, slow down, 
stay alert and make room for 
plows. We’re all in this together.” 

Residents are reminded that 
being “winter-ready” is a team 
effort, and relies on the support 
of all residents to help make the 
city safer for everyone. Home- 


owners can do their part with 
the following tips. 

- Clear sidewalks of ice, snow, 
and slush by 11 am the day after 
snowfall. 

- Parking on streets is not al- 
lowed and will be enforced dur- 
ing winter weather events. 
Please move vehicles to ensure 
plows and emergency vehicles 
can safely pass by. 

- If it has been more than 24 
hours since the snowfall has 
ended and your street still re- 
quires attention, let the City 
know by calling 3-1-1. 

- Snow removal financial assis- 
tance is also available to eligible 
seniors and residents living with 
disabilities. Interested applicants 
can visit ow.ly/D2Ro50xgPq2 for 
more information. 

During the winter season, City 
crews are responsible for snow 
removal, anti-icing and salting, 
said Public Works and Engineer- 
ing Vice-Chair Pat  Fortini. 
“Through initiatives like using 
combination snow plows that 
salt and clear at the same time, 
the City aims to provide efficient 
service while reducing the im- 
pact of road salt and winter fleet 
emissions on the environment,” 
Fortini said. 


Windmill performs “Splendor of the Holidays” 


One of south Missis- 
sauga’s premier musical en- 
sembles return with a 
“return to the holidays” 
next month, during a spe- 
cial performance in the 
heart of Port Credit. 

Windmill Music will cap- 
ture the splendor of the fes- 
tive season with its annual 
holiday concert, “Joyful and 
Triumphant”, which will be 
presented on Friday, Dec. 13 
at 8 p.m. at Christ First 
(First United Church) lo- 
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cated at 151 Lakeshore Road 
West. 

The concert will feature a 
chorus of 18 voices, Wind- 
mill’s string quartet and 
Josh Tamayo on the piano 
and organ. “Joyful and Tri- 
umphant” is certain to fill 
the hall with glorious 
sounds that will start holi- 
day festivities with a glow. 

Windmill Theatre Artistic 
Director Brian Pritchard 
said last week that residents 
are invited to listen to the 


Nominations now open 


precision and sensitivity of 
the Windmill Ensemble as 
they present time-honoured 
traditional music. 

“Our annual holiday con- 
cert is one of our most 
highly anticipated events,” 
said Pritchard, who also an- 
nounced that the concert 
will be directed by the 
multi-talented soprano and 
Musical Director Loralee 
McGuirl. 

Pritchard said that Wind- 
mill Music has received high 


praise from audiences for 
their high-calibre musician- 
ship and authentic cabaret 
experience. 

The concert will also in- 
clude complimentary 
snacks, candlelight atmos- 
phere and a cash bar. 

Tickets are $35, and can 
be purchased on the Wind- 
mill website by visiting 
windmillmusic.org, calling 
905 483-5702 or emailing 
windmillmusiccanada@gm 
ail.com. 
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for Caledon awards 


Nominations are now 
open for a major commu- 
nity recognition ceremony! 

Residents can nominate a 
worthy Caledon resident 
for a Volunteer Service 
Award or a_ Citizen 
Achievement Award, which 
will take place next year 
during National Volunteer 
Week 2020 (April 19 to 25, 
2020). 

Nominations will remain 
open until January 15, 
2020 at 4:30 p.m. for the 
awards, which recognize 
Caledon residents who 
have contributed a signifi- 
cant amount of volunteer 
time and energy towards 
the development of com- 


munity life throughout 
Caledon in three cate- 
gories, including youths 


(13-18), adults (18-54) and 
seniors (55+). 

Candidates for the Volun- 
teer Service Awards will 
have made significant con- 
tributions to community 
and social services, sports 
and recreation organiza- 
tions, environmental lead- 
ership or arts and culture. 

Candidates may accumu- 
late their volunteer service 


that spans across more 
than one area each year. 

Volunteers must have 
made significant impact 
(minimum of 3 years of 
service for youth and 5 
years for adults) in each 
area to be eligible. The 
number of volunteer 
years/hours will be based 
on the minimum require- 
ments and determining the 
value and impact of the in- 
dividual's volunteer contri- 
bution will be at the 
discretion of the Selection 
Committee. 

Candidates are eligible 
for a wide assortment of 
categories, including Com- 
munity and Social Services, 
Sports and Recreation Or- 
ganizations, Arts and Cul- 
ture, Environmental 
Leadership, Distinguished 
Citizen Awards and the 
Community Champion 
Award. 

For more information on 
the awards or to nominate 
a candidate, visit the Town 
of Caledon award website 
at caledon.ca/en/town- 
hall/Volunteer-Citizen- 
Achievement-Awards.asp. 
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Literary prize concludes with 20 year celebration 


by Alex Gregory 


All good things must come 
to an end. 

A famed literary prize that 
brought attention to numer- 
ous writers throughout 
Canada, including several 
throughout the GTA, will be 
concluding on its twentieth 
anniversary. 

The RBC Taylor Prize for 
Non-Fiction will host its 
final awarding with a star- 
studded panel of jurors on 
Mar. 2, 2020, the founders 
behind the event announced 
Friday. 

The brainchild of founders 
Noreen Taylor, the award 
was conceived as a way to 
honour the late Charles Tay- 
lor’s love of non-fiction 
reading. With such authors 
as Carol Shields, Tanya Ta- 
laga and last year’s winner, 
Kate Harris, receiving the 
top prize for their work, the 
award has brought a spot- 
light to the efforts of non- 
fiction writers throughout 
Canada. 

"It became clear last year 
that we had achieved every 
goal Charles and I set out,” 
Noreen Taylor said last 


week. “I'm so proud of what 
we have accomplished to- 
gether. With winners, final- 
ists, emerging writers, and, 
more recently, the Mentor- 
ship program, we have col- 
lectively touched the lives of 
more than 100 writers in 
this country.” 

Last year’s longlist in- 
cluded works by a variety of 
established and emerging 
author, including Bill Gas- 
ton’s “Just Let Me Look at 
You: On Fatherhood”, Ian 
Hampton’s “Jan in 35 Pieces: 
A Memoir in Music”, Eliza- 
beth Hay’s “All Things Con- 
soled: A Daughter’s 
Memoir”, Darrel McLeod’s 
“Mamaskatch: A Cree Com- 
ing of Age” and winner Kate 
Harris’ “Lands of Lost Bor- 
ders: Out of Bounds on the 
Silk Road”. 

Taylor said that while 
there may be big changes on 
the horizon for the industry 
and the way they communi- 
cate stories, she is confident 
that the current interest in 
well-written Canadian non- 
fiction will continue to sus- 
tain and engage its 


readership. 

The remarks were similar 
to Taylor’s discussion with 
Peel Weekly News earlier 
this year during the eigh- 
teenth annual announce- 
ment ceremony, held in 
downtown Toronto. 

“The searches that au- 
thors describe — for truth, 
for reconciliation of all 
sorts, and for beauty, in peo- 
ple, art, nature — give us 
pause to consider the world 
and the people around us, 
and give us hope," she told 
PWN in January. 

Since the initial awarding 
in 2000, the prize has seen 
its finalists and winners cat- 
apulted to greater success 
through industry contacts, 
mentorship programs and 
other promotional activities. 

Taylor said last week that 
both the Charles Taylor 
Foundation and lead spon- 
sor RBC Wealth Manage- 
ment examined the 
Canadian non-fiction indus- 
try and their original man- 
date, and concluded that, in 
the 20 years since the 
Prize's founding, Canandian 


non-fiction had developed 
into a major component of 
national publishing. 

Things will cap off with a 
bang, as a record 155 eligible 
books have been submitted 
for the 2020 prize. 

In a_ statement, RBC 
Wealth Management said it 
was honoured to have part- 
nered with the foundation 
and its support of the indus- 
try for more than a decade. 

"As the Prize wraps up, we 
share the Board's sentiment 
that the genre is well-estab- 
lished in Canada," said RBC 
PH&N Investment Counsel 
president Vijay Parmar, who 
also serves as a board mem- 
ber with the Charles Taylor 
Foundation. 

The final prize will cele- 
brate present and past lau- 
reates at a special dinner in 
advance of the award lunch- 
eon. Ashortlist of nomi- 
nated books will also be 
unveiled early next month. 

Stay tuned to Peel Weekly 
News for additional cover- 
age and reports for the liter- 
ary prize. 


Zatar concludes Brampton literary fest with hope 


For the third consecutive 
year, Brampton Library 
galvanized the community 
around the themes of a 
single book, via its popular 


campaign. 

Last week, the winning 
book was celebrated with a 
triumphant presentation 
by Samra Zafar, via an ab- 
sorbing on-stage conversa- 
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tion with her collaborator 
Meg Masters as the much- 
anticipated campaign. 

“A Good Wife: Escaping 
the Life I Never Chose” by 
Samra Zafar and Meg Mas- 
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Club” by Craig Davidson, 
“All Things Consoled” by 
Elizabeth Hay, “That Time 
I Loved You” by Carrianne 
Leung and “Hum If You 
Don’t Know the Words” by 
Bianca Marais. 

Brampton Library will 
always be about books, 
said CEO Rebecca Raven 
during last week’s packed 
event. 

“One Book One Bramp- 
ton is an event to celebrate 
the power of story, both 
true and fictional. This 
evening, we are delighted 
to honour A Good Wife: 
Escaping the Life I Never 
Chose and to welcome 
Samra Zafar and Meg Mas- 
ters to our award-winning 
Springdale Branch Library. 
We are pleased to be dis- 
cussing such a compelling 
memoir." 

Raven went on to share 
the highlights of the Li- 
brary's recently issued 
Strategic Plan 2017-2021 
community report, stress- 
ing the importance of 
hearing the public's feed- 
back and inviting everyone 
to complete the survey re- 
port in its seven branches, 


or online at bramptonli- 
brary.ca. 

Guests learned how Meg 
Masters, through empathy 
and skillful expertise, 
drew out Zafar’s story to 
share with countless vic- 
tims who suffer domestic 
abuse. 

Typically, ghost writers 
remain behind the scenes, 
but Zafar and Masters col- 
laborated openly and both 
of their names are proudly 
featured on the _ book’s 
cover. 

Moderator Taranum 
Khan delved into the is- 
sues and explored the au- 


thors’ personalities 
broadly in a series of 
rapid-fire questions to 


wrap up the engrossing 
conversation. From there, 
the room lit up with ques- 
tions from the audience, 
which continued during 
the book signing. 

Zafar was also recently 
awarded with a Top 100 
Most Powerful Women 
Award in Toronto on Nov. 
20, and has received acco- 
lades for her work as an 
speaker, best-selling au- 
thor and entrepreneur. 
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baal Soot Honours Bill Davis with Key to the City 
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